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Vision
Ohio is a model of health, well-being and economic vitality.

Mission
HPIO is an independent and nonpartisan organization. Our 

mission is to advance evidence-informed policies that 
improve health, achieve equity, and lead to sustainable 

healthcare spending in Ohio.
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HPIO core funders
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Follow @HealthPolicyOH 
and use the hashtag
#HPIOforum

Share your thoughts on twitter 
throughout the presentation
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• HPIO mailing list (link on our 
homepage)

• Ohio Health Policy News 
(healthpolicynews.org)

HPIO email updates
@HealthPolicyOH

linkedin.com/healthpolicyohio

HPIO social

Keep up-to-date with HPIO
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Participating in Zoom
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Download slides and resources from today’s webinar 
on the event page at

http://bit.ly/HPIOevents
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Key elements of a comprehensive policy 
response to addiction

Source: Health Policy Institute 
of Ohio adapted from 
Addiction Policy Forum (2017)
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Addiction Evidence Project (2018-2020) 
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HPIO Addiction Evidence Project
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Key findings
1.Ohio has a strong foundation for future 

action
2.More can be done to prevent 

overdoses
3.Criminal justice reform is critical to 

progress
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Where are 
we now?
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Drug overdose death rate
Number of drug overdose deaths, per 100,000 population 
(crude rate), Ohio and U.S., 2000-2020

Source: 2000-2019 rates from 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, WONDER. 
2020 rate from HPIO analysis 
of CDC and Census Bureau 
data (as described above). 
Includes all overdose deaths, 
not only unintentional 
overdose deaths. *2020 rate is 
based on provisional deaths 
data provided by CDC for 
December 2019 - November 
2020 and U.S. Census Bureau 
July 1, 2020 Population 
estimates. Additional analysis 
by HPIO.
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Number of unintentional drug 
overdose deaths, by most 
commonly involved drug
Ohio, 2011-2020

Source: 2011-2019 data from the 2019 Ohio Drug Overdose Data: General Findings, Ohio Department of Health.
*2020 data is preliminary and was accessed from the Ohio Public Health Data Warehouse, Sept. 7, 2021.

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.





Number of children removed 
from home due to parental 
substance use/abuse 
Ohio, 2011-2020

Drug crime arrest rate per 
100,000 population
Ohio, 2011-2020

Source: HPIO analysis of data from the Ohio Incident-Based 
Reporting System provided by the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety, Aug. 11, 2021.

Note: Substance use/abuse may be one of multiple reasons 
for removal. 
Source: Data provided by the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services, Aug. 23, 2021.
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Strengths, gaps 
and challenges
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Strengths
• Robust policy leadership and 

priorities
• Impactful cross-sector partnerships
• Improved addiction treatment 

access
• Strong focus on overdose reversal
• Support for Ohioans through criminal 

justice and family-focused programs
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““Four years ago, it was a 6-8 week wait for a 
methadone clinic admission, and now it seems like 
people have access to [MAT] within 24-72 hours.” 
– Ohio treatment client

“Before they just locked everyone up, now you see 
them sending people to treatment more and more, 
which is good because jail doesn’t solve addiction.”
– Ohio treatment client
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Quote source: Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services (OhioMHAS) (2020) (OSAM TRI report)



Retail distribution of 
methadone and 
buprenorphine in Ohio
2006-2020

Note: Number of grams reflects dosing, not number of individual 
patients.
Source: Automation of Reports and Consolidated Orders System, U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency, accessed Aug. 13, 2021.
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“
“Since everyone is finding out about [naloxone], 
there have been less deaths. There are kids today 
who know how to use [naloxone] … [to prevent] 
losing their parents to overdose; I think it’s a good 
thing … [naloxone] is helping to save lives.” 
– Ohio treatment client
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Quote source: Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services (OhioMHAS) (2020) (OSAM TRI report)



Project DAWN 
naloxone 
distribution and 
number of 
known overdose 
reversals in Ohio 
2014-2020

Source: Data 
provided by the 
Ohio Department 
of Health, Aug. 6, 
2021.

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Gaps and challenges
• Uneven access to naloxone and other forms 

of harm reduction
• Increasingly deadly drug supply
• Criminal justice system policies and practices 

that hinder recovery and equity
• Unmet needs for children at risk of trauma
• Inadequate behavioral health treatment and 

recovery system capacity and workforce
• Lack of data and evaluation
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“
“It’s like Russian 
Roulette… you 
don’t know what 
you are getting”
– Ohio community treatment provider

Quote source: OhioMHAS. (2020) (OSAM TRI report)



Nickify““When I got out of 
treatment, I was 
homeless…. I had to 
go back to the 
[homeless shelter] …

it’s hard not to 
relapse when all of 
the things (drugs, 
triggers to use) are 
around me.”
– Ohio treatment client

Quote source: OhioMHAS (2019) (OSAM TRI report)



Policy goals and 
recommendations
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How did we prioritize?
• Advisory Group input
• Equity
• State policy change relevance
• Cost effectiveness
• Momentum and alignment
• Realistic (political and logistical feasibility)
• Unique role for HPIO
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Policy goals and recommendations
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Save lives by ending fentanyl 
overdose

•Remove all barriers to overdose 
reversal

•Increase drug checking, such as 
rapid fentanyl testing

•Decrease lethality of the drug supply
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Fentanyl 
test 
strips



Reform the criminal justice system to 
support recovery and employment

•Reduce incarceration
•Remove barriers to housing and jobs 
for people involved in the criminal 
justice system

•Collect and report criminal justice 
data







Continue to strengthen Ohio’s prevention-
treatment-recovery continuum

• Invest opiate settlement funds to 
maximize long-term effectiveness

• Increase treatment capacity through 
telehealth and workforce development

•Guarantee access to Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) and recovery housing
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Equity
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1. Racism and the criminal justice system
2. Childhood adversity and trauma
3. Access to harm reduction, treatment and 

recovery services
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Key drivers of addiction 
disparities for Black Ohioans
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Deblur?
Drug crime 
arrest rate, 
by race 
per 100,000 
population, Ohio, 2020

*Suppressed due to arrest count <10.
Note: Population counts for each race group estimated based on the percent of the population in law enforcement 
jurisdictions that report to the Ohio Incident-Based Reporting System.
Source: HPIO analysis of data from the Ohio Incident-Based Reporting System provided by the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety. 2019 population estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau.



Adverse 
childhood 
experiences
Percent of children who 
experienced two or more ACEs 
Ohio, 2016-2019

By race/ethnicity

Source: Health Policy 
Institute of Ohio, 2021 
Health Value 
Dashboard
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Drug arrests compared to drug court participation, by race
Compared to Ohio’s population, by race, 2020

Drug arrest source: Data 
provided by the Ohio 
Department of Public 
Safety. Drug arrests by 
race spreadsheet. 
Provided August 13, 2021. 
Drug court source: Health 
Policy Institute of Ohio. 
“Connections between 
Criminal Justice and 
Health,” June 2021
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Unintentional drug overdose death rate (age-adjusted)
By race/ethnicity, per 100,000 population, Ohio, 2010-2019
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1. Reform and revise criminal justice policies to 
support addiction recovery

2. Reduce childhood adversity and trauma
3. Increase access to treatment and harm 

reduction services
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Opportunities for 
improvement
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Ohio regions 
and county 
types
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Sources: Regions identified by the Ohio Association 
of Health Commissioners.  County types identified by 
the Ohio Medicaid Assessment Survey. 
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Key drivers of regional disparities

1.Economic opportunity
2.Stigma
3.Access to harm reduction, treatment 

and recovery services



Overdose death rate by education level 
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Number of unintentional drug overdose 
deaths per 100,000 population (crude rate) 
in Ohio, by highest level of educational 
attainment, 2019

Source: HPIO analysis of unintentional overdose death data from the 
Ohio Department of Health Public Health Data Warehouse (accessed 
8/17/2021) and educational attainment population data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates.



Stigma
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1. Increase economic opportunity
2. Build upon community strengths to address stigma
3. Increase access to treatment and harm reduction 

services
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Opportunities for 
improvement



How can we improve? 
Common themes to advance equity:
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Ways to influence policy
• Write letters, emails or make phone calls
• Provide district specific data
• Provide analysis of a bill
• Provide testimony at a legislative hearing
• Provide a one-page fact sheet
• Organize community partners to visit key policymakers
• Invite policymakers to visits your organization or speak 

at a meeting you host

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



60

• House Bill 122: Telehealth expansion
• House Bill 328: Office of Drug Policy
• House Bill 456: Fentanyl test strips
• “Beat The Stigma” campaign
• OneOhio Plan: Opioid settlement funds
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Policy change on the horizon



HPIO Addiction Evidence Project
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Questions?
Download all materials from the Addiction Evidence Project at:

www.hpio.net/tools/addiction-evidence-project/
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POLL QUESTION
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Download slides and resources from today’s forum 
on the event page at

http://bit.ly/HPIOevents



Visit
www.hpio.net

Subscribe to
• HPIO mailing list (link on our homepage)
• Ohio Health Policy News (healthpolicynews.org)

Follow us
• Twitter: @HealthPolicyOH

Connect with us
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THANK YOU
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