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VISION
Ohio is a model of health, well-being and economic vitality

MISSION
To provide independent and nonpartisan analysis 

needed to create evidence-informed state health policy 
that improves health value
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HPIO CORE FUNDERS

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserv ed.



Join the conversation
Share your thoughts on Twitter throughout the presentation!

@HealthPolicyOH
@HaileyAkahHPIO
#HPIOwebinars
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Participating in Zoom
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Download slides and resources from today’s webinar 

on the HPIO events page at

http://bit.ly/HPIOevents
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Agenda
•Overview of Connections between 

Criminal Justice and Health

•Audience Q&A

•What you can do to influence policy
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Modifiable factors that impact health
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Source: Booske, Bridget C. et. 

Al. Count y Healt h Rankings 

Working Paper: Different 

Perspectives for Assigning 

Weight s to Determinants of 

Healt h. University of Wisconsin 

Public Health Institute, 2010.

Underlying drivers of inequity
Racism and other forms of discrimination (i.e., ableism, 

ageism, sexism, xenophobia, homophobia, etc.), trauma, 

exposure to violence, toxic stress, stigma

Social, economic and physical 
environment
(Community conditions, such as economic 

stability, food insecurity, criminal justice, 

housing and transportation)
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• There is a two-way relationship between criminal 
justice and health

• Racism and community conditions contribute to 
criminal justice involvement and poor health

• There are evidence-informed policy solutions to 
combat the drivers of criminal justice involvement 
and poor health outcomes 



What is the 

criminal justice 

system?
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Law 
enforcement

Courts Corrections
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Adult imprisonment rate 
per 100,000 population, U.S., 1978-2019

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

National Prisoner Statistics, 1978-2019
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Adult imprisonment rate 
per 100,000 population, by state, 2019

Source: Bureau of 

Justice Statistics





•Drug control policies

•The money bail system
•Charges brought by prosecutors

Policy decisions contributing 

to high incarceration rates
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How does health 
impact criminal justice 

involvement?
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Drug dependence among 
incarcerated people in the U.S.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Special report: Drug Use, Dependence, and Abuse Among State Prisoners and Jail Inmates, 2017 (data from 2007-2009)
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Mental health problems among 
incarcerated people in the U.S.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Special report: Indicators of Mental Health Problems Reported by Pr isoners and Jail Inmates, 2017 (data from 2011-2012)



Behavioral health crises



Access to 

behavioral health 

treatment
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Ohio treatment 

court 
participation
by race, as of Nov. 11, 2020

Note: There are several types of specialized dockets included in the national 

definition of treatment courts, including adult and juvenile drug courts, 

human trafficking dockets, operating a vehicle under the influence (OVI) 

courts, substance abuse mental illness (SAMI) courts, family drug courts and 

veteran’s treatment courts.

Source: HPIO analysis, Supreme Court of Ohio



How does criminal 
justice involvement 

impact health?
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Examples:

•Infectious diseases. HIV, hep C, COVID-19
•Chronic diseases. Hypertension, diabetes, 

asthma
•Behavioral health conditions. Depression, 
PTSD, substance use disorder

Incarceration and health concerns
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Policies detrimental to health

I con made by Freekpik from w ww.flaticon.com
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Drug sentencing 
laws Money bail

Limited access to 
pretrial diversion

$

http://www.flaticon.com/


Healthcare access 
and incarceration
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For incarcerated people with 

“persistent medical problems”, 
20% in state prisons and 

68% in local jails did not receive 
a medical examination.

Source: Wilper, Andrew P, et al. “The Health and Health Care of US Prisoners: Results of a Nationwide Survey.” American Journal of Public Health 99, no. 4 (April 2009): 666–72. 

doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2008.144279



What drives both 

criminal justice and 
health outcomes?
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Racism
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What drives both criminal justice 

and health outcomes?
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Four levels of racism framework

Source: Adapted from  Race Forward’s Four Levels of 

Racism framework.



Experiences of racism

Source: Analysis of Health Resources and Services Administration, National Survey of 

Children's Health by Ani Ruhil, The Voinovich School of Leadership & Public Affairs, 
Ohio University

Source: HPIO analysis of Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System. 

Data provided by the Ohio Department of Health upon request.
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Physical or emotional symptoms 

experienced due to treatment 
based on race Ohio, 2011
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Ohio incarcerations 
in state prison 
per 100,000 population, by race, July 2020

Source: HPIO 

analysis of Ohio 

Department of 

Rehabilitation and 

Corrections annual 

report and 

Population 

Division, U.S. 

Census Bureau
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Ohio arrests 
per 100,000 population, by race, 2004-2019

Source: Ohio Department of 

Public Safety





Copyright © 2019 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserv ed.



Income, 

employment and 

education
Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserv ed.

What drives both criminal justice 

and health outcomes?
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Health disparities by income
Ohio, 2019

In 2019, Ohioans with low incomes (less than $15,000 per year) were more likely than 
Ohioans with higher incomes ($50,000 or more per year) to report:

Source: 2019 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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The pre-incarceration 

median income for justice-

involved people is 41% 

lower than the median 

income of other Americans 

of similar ages

Income and incarceration

Source: Rabuy, Bernadette and Daniel Kopf. Prisons of Poverty: Uncovering the Pre-Incarceration Incomes of the Imprisoned. Prison Policy Initiative, 2015.

$
41%
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Education and incarceration
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Collateral 
sanctions in 
state law
2018

Source: HPIO analysis, National Inventory of Collateral Consequences of Conviction 



Trauma and 
family well-being
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What drives both criminal justice 

and health outcomes?



Adverse Childhood Experiences

Source: Health Policy Institute of Ohio, “Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Health impact of ACEs in Ohio.” Information from Behav ioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Impacts of childhood adversity 

persist
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Adverse childhood experiences

Adulthood
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http://www.takepart.com
/article/2016/01/14/plan-
to-help-kids-with-
incarcerated-parents-san-
francisco



Housing and 
homelessness
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What drives both criminal justice 

and health outcomes?
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Housing and health



Housing and criminal justice
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Homelessness

and criminal 

justice



Taking action
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• Support mental well-being and improve crisis 

response
• Reduce the number of people incarcerated

• Improve health for people who are currently or 
formerly incarcerated

• Improve community conditions 
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To improve criminal justice and 
health outcomes:



Improve crisis response
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Reduce the number of people incarcerated
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Reduce

collateral 

sanctions



• Black Ohioans and other people of color

• People with low incomes
• People with behavioral health and/or disabling 

conditions 
• People who were formerly incarcerated
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Who is at higher risk of
criminal justice involvement?
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• There is a two-way relationship between criminal 
justice and health

• Racism and community conditions contribute to 
criminal justice involvement and poor health

• There are evidence-informed policy solutions to 
combat the drivers of criminal justice involvement 
and poor health outcomes 



Questions?
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Participating in Zoom
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Download slides and resources from today’s webinar 

on the HPIO events page at

http://bit.ly/HPIOevents
Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserv ed.



POLL QUESTION
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Ways to influence policy

• Write letters, emails or make phone calls

• Provide district specific data

• Provide analysis of a bill
• Provide testimony at a legislative hearing

• Provide a one-page fact sheet

• Organize community partners to visit key policymakers

• Invite policymakers to visits your organization or speak 

at a meeting you host
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POLL QUESTION
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Download the complete 
“Connections between Criminal Justice and Health” policy brief at 

www.hpio.net/connections-between-

criminal-justice-and-health/
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www.hpio.net

CONNECT WITH US

• HPIO mailing list (link on 
our homepage)

• Ohio Health Policy News 
(healthpolicynews.org)

Email

@HealthPolicyOH

linkedin.com/healthpolicyohio

Social
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THANK YOU
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