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TO:   HPIO Board of Directors 

FROM:  Amy Rohling McGee, President 

Re:   HPIO operational and programmatic updates 

Date:   Friday, Jan. 22, 2021 

In addition to the information that is a part of the agenda for our meeting on Jan. 25, 
2021, I would like to share the following updates: 

Operational updates 

1. Resource development: The year is off to a strong start with resource 
development. Several core funders are confirmed and we are already at 60% of 
our goal of $443,000 in contracted projects for 2021, with several additional 
potential projects on the horizon. There is more work to be done, however, on 
forum series sponsorships. We have raised $30,000 of our $71,000 goal. The 
following companies and organizations are confirmed 2021 forum series sponsors: 
• Academy of Medicine Education Foundation 
• Buckeye Health Plan/Centene 
• Dayton Children's Hospital 
• Leading Age Ohio 
• Mahoning Valley Hospital Foundation 
• Molina Healthcare 
• Mount Carmel 
• Nationwide Children's Hospital 
• North Canton Medical Foundation 
• UnitedHealthcare 

 
We have several requests pending, but if you have suggestions of others with 
whom we could share sponsorship information, please let me know. We would 
like to confirm all sponsors by mid-February. 

 
2. Paycheck Protection Program Loan Forgiveness: We submitted our application 

for forgiveness of our $202,000 PPP loan in the fall and recently provided 
additional requested documentation. We are reviewing the requirements for the 
second round of PPP loans and may apply in the coming weeks. 

 
3. Staffing: I am pleased to let you know that Hailey Akah was promoted to Senior 

Health Policy Analyst and two part-time team members, Jacob Santiago and 
Stephen Listisen, were promoted to full-time in the past quarter. Both Jacob and 
Stephen served as interns at HPIO during the 2019-2020 academic year. Jacob 
graduated with his MSW in May 2020 and Stephen will graduate with his MPA in 
May 2021. Becky Carroll resigned from HPIO in the fall but continues to work with 
us on a contract basis. We now have 11 full-time staff. 
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Programmatic updates: 

The January 2021 edition of HPIO Impact includes updates on our recent or upcoming 
work such as: 

• A fact sheet that spotlights racial disparities in infant mortality (led by Reem Aly) 
• Our most recent addiction policy scorecard focused on children, youth and 

families (led by Amy Bush Stevens) 
• Highlights from our 2020 “year at a glance” email 
• The 2021 edition of the HPIO Health Value Dashboard (led by Zach Reat) 

In addition, we recently completed a: 

• Strategic Action Plan for Aging (contract with the Ohio Department of Aging, led 
by Reem Aly) 

• Public Health Modernization report (contract with ODH, led by Amy Bush 
Stevens) 

We will soon release the second in a series of three briefs on adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs). The upcoming brief will focus on the economic impact of ACEs 
(led by Reem Aly). 

Recent new contracts include: 

• A contract with AARP Ohio to write three white papers as a part of their 
Disrupting Disparities project. These white papers will focus on: 

o Health outcomes (specifically cognitive health, depression and 
hypertension 

o Economic outcomes (specifically employment, personal and family 
income and finance and retirement savings 

o Respect and social inclusion (specifically social isolation and engagement 
and racism and the compounding impacts of other forms of 
discrimination) 

• A contract with the Ohio Department of Health focused on the following: 
o Analysis of community health implementation plans and strategies that 

are aligned to the State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) 
o Analysis of hospital community benefit expenditures 
o Development of state and local recommendations for providing technical 

assistance and training to enhance alignment of community plans and 
strategies to the SHIP 

 

 

 

https://www.healthpolicyohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/HPIO_Impact_January2021.pdf
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Upcoming forum: 

Please plan to attend our next online forum “From Ethics to Logistics: What State 
Policymakers Need to Know about COVID-19 Vaccines” on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021 from 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  


