
DRUG COURTS
WHAT DOES THE
EVIDENCE SAY?

©NDCI, January 2020
The following presentation may not be copied in whole or in part without the 
written permission of the author of the National Drug Court Institute. Written 

permission will generally be given upon request.

Developed by:
National Drug Court Institute



DISCLOSURE

Disclosure

• This project was supported by Grant No. 2016-DC-BX-K007 awarded 
by the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  The Bureau of Justice Assistance 
is a component of the Department of Justice’s Office of Justice 
Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the 
National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the 
SMART Office.

• Points of views or opinions in this document are those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the 
U.S. Department of Justice.


Disclosure

This project was supported by Grant No. 2016-DC-BX-K007 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office.

Points of views or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.









• US: >.75M violent crimes/year 
under the influence

• Internationally, 48% of homicides 
under the influence of alcohol

• SUD: property or drug related 
offenses > violent offenses

• Violent crimes: alcohol > any 
illegal drug

• DWI: 1.4M/year in the US (Vs. 
114 M admit to DWI)

Aoun et al; 2019; PRAINC
(National Crime Victimization Survey, BJS, 2008) 
Kuhns, J. B., Exum, M. L., Clodfelter, T. A., & Bottia, M. C. (2014). The prevalence of alcohol-involved homicide offending: A meta-analytic review. Homicide Studies, 18, 251–270.
Zador PL, Krawchuk SA, Voas RB. Alcohol-related relative risk of driver fatalities and driver involvement in fatal crashes in relation to driver age and gender: 
an update using 1996 data. Journal of Studies on Alcohol 2000; 61:387-95.

SUD AND CRIME



• 2/3 of inmates have SUD
• Parolees/probationers 3x more likely  

to have SUD
• 40% were under the influence at the 

time of the offense 
• 1/3 committed the offense to obtain 

money for drugs
• 60% of all arrestees with + UDS at 

arrest
Bronson J, Stroop, J. Drug Use, Dependence, and Abuse Among State Prisoners and Jail Inmates, 2007-2009. Bureau of Justice Statistics. June 2017

OVERREPRESENTATION OF SUD 
IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM



Defining Documents

• Define what a drug court is (the “floor”)

• Not necessarily the only effective model

• Define what an excellent drug court is 
(the “ceiling”)

• Rooted in evidence of effectiveness

• Research based 2 Volume look at building 
effectiveness of treatment courts

http://www.nadcp.org/sites/default/files/nadcp/best-practice-standards/index.html


WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED IN THE 
PAST 25+ YEARS?

Key Components

State of knowledge as of 1997

Derived from professional 
experience

Measurable performance 
benchmarks

Emphasis on distinguishing 
characteristics

Envisioned 10 of them

Never intended as the final word

Best Practice Standards

State of knowledge as of 2013 and 
2015

Derived from an empirical 
threshold of ~50% to 100% 
improvement in outcomes; 
research in Commentaries

Quantitative benchmarks

All contributing elements

Envisioned far more than 10

A GENERAL COMPARISON
Nearly entirely consistent (thus far . . . )



THE PROBLEM

23.5 million people are in need of
substance use disorder treatment

345,000 Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans 
have a substance use disorder

50% of offenders have a moderate to severe 
substance use disorder

Three-fourths of persons referred to treatment 
never enter or leave prematurely 



National Report Card: 

A Review of the 
Scientific Literature

www.ndci.org

How did we do?

http://www.ndci.org/










The Perceived Challenges

Drug Legalization

Diversion Programs

Criminal Justice Reform

Bail Reform
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