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What is public policy?
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Policy levers




Types of policy levers

e Taxes, fees and disincentives
e SUbsIdies and Incentives
* Budgefts, grants, contracts, efc.

* Regulations
» Setting standards and requirements
* Monitoring and evaluation
» Enforcing existing regulations
« Deregulating

e INformation and education
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How is legislation created and enacted?

Law




How a Bill Becomes a Law in Ohio

Legislator becomes aware of need
for legislation

L

HOUSE

Legislator requests LSC to draft a proposed
bill or submits draft for review

Bill filed with House Clerk,

SENATE
Bill filed with Senate Clerk,

numbered, first consideration
(read by title), referred to
House Rules and Reference

L

LSC drafts proposed bill for introduction

<
Committee o~

House Rules and Reference
Committee reviews,
recommends standing
committee assignment

L

numbered, first consideration
(read by title), referred to
Senate Reference Committee

in either house

* Standing committee: holds public
hearings; amends, combines, substitutes
bill; refers to subcommittee; postpones;
defeats or favorably reports bill. May be

1

*Senate Reference Committee
reviews, recommends standing
committee assignment

L

Second consideration, bill

discharged of further consideration

Second consideration,
bill referred to standing

L

referred to standing
committee

committee

*House Rules and Reference Committee or

Senate Rules Committee: rerefers; takes no action;
schedules bill for third consideration (floor action)

If passed in second
house with no changes,
bill goes to presiding

*Third consideration,
debate on floor, and vote 2

If passed in second house with
amendments, bill returns to first
house for concurrence

officers for signature

If passed in first house, bill sent

L

to second house where process
is repeated

If first house concurs, goes
to presiding officers for signature

*|f first house does not concur,
conference committee may be
appointed (three members from
each house); makes changes;
reports back to both houses

N 4

JL

Signed by
Speaker of House and

<

President of Senate

N

Signed by

—|

Act presented to Governor

Governor

If both houses *If both houses
accept do not accept
conference report, bill dies
committee

report, goes to
presiding officers
for signature

N

I
If Governor does not sign or veto within x

ten days after presentation (excluding
Sundays), act becomes law without

*Vetoed by Governor, returned
to originating house with veto
message

Governor’s signature

L

Filed with Secretary of State for final
enrollment; effective 91 days after filing.
Emergency, current appropriation, and

tax legislation effective immediately

v

Vote of 3/5 of members from
each house necessary to
override

*Indicates where bill may die

== Ohio Legislative Service Commission
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Standing committees and subcommittees

133rd General Assembly

* Aging and Long Term Care
* Agriculture and Rural Development
* Armed Services and Veterans Affairs
* Civil Justice
» Commerce and Labor
* Criminal Justice
o Criminal Justice Subcommittee on Criminal
Sentencing
* Economic and Workforce Development
* Energy and Natural Resources
o Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee
on Energy Generation
* Federalism
* Finance
> Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture,
Development and Natural Resources
> Finance Subcommittee on Health and Human
Services
> Finance Subcommittee on Higher Education
> Finance Subcommittee on Primary and
Secondary Education
> Finance Subcommittee on Transportation
« Financial Institutions
e Health
* Higher Education
e Insurance
* Primary and Secondary Education
* Public Utilities
* Rules and Reference
« State and Local Government
* Transportation and Public Safety
* Way and Means

* Agriculture and Natural Resources
* Education
* Energy and Public Utilities
* Finance
- Finance Subcommittee on Health and
Medicaid
> Finance Subcommittee on Primary and
Secondary Education
* General Government and Agency Review
* Government Oversight and Reform
* Health, Human Services and Medicaid
* Higher Education
* Insurance and Financial Institutions
* Judiciary
* Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans
Affairs
* Rules and Reference
* Transportation, Commerce and Workforce
* Ways and Means

A current list of committees can be found on the Ohio
House and Ohio Senate websites.




SFY 20-21 Ohio budget fimeline

March Governor'’s proposed budget infroduced
INn the House

April House passage

May/June Senate passage

June Conference committee

June 30 Governor signs



“It's a marathon, not a sprint.”
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THE CENTER FOR ...
‘ COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS

Engagement in the
Policymaking Process



Ways to Engage in Policymaking

* Connect with legislators based on issue areas of
Interest

 Offer testimony
 Connect with fellow stakeholders

* Follow legislation through the committee hearing
process




Why Advocate?

* Service is not enough

* Government policies affect everyone

 Government controls funding for
Important services

e Policymakers care about and need your
expertise




Public Policy Activities

Lobbying

Education (working on bills)

(being a resource)

k-

Advocacy

(working on issues)




Advocacy Definition

* Public support for or recommendation of a particular cause
or policy

* Advocacy is used in the promotion of a cause or principle,
often times that lead to a selected goal

* Advocacy is just one way to approach a problem

* Advocacy does not necessarily involve confrontation or
conflict




Lobbying

* Working to influence the outcome of a specific piece of legislation or
executive agency decision

* Two types of lobbying:
* Direct lobbying - you interact with the decision maker

e Grassroots lobbying- you encourage others to interact with the decision
maker

* Lobbying is a legal term defined by IRS regulations and state and
federal law

* Money spent on lobbying needs to be tracked and there are limits on
how much you can spend




Engaging with Policymakers

*Learn who represents you at the Statehouse:
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/find-my-legislators

e Stay up to date on legislation by connecting with
pertinent committee chairs’ offices

* Make the most of meetings (in-district and in
Columbus)



https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/find-my-legislators
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Personal Phone Call

* Don’t expect to speak to the legislator
* Be pleasant to the staff (ask for the name of person you’re speaking with)

e Let them know if you are a constituent (phone ID can tell them that
already)

* Try to sound like yourself

* Know your expertise/What gives you credibility?
* Keep it short

* Be a good listener

* Have a clear “ask”




Personal Letter

* Personalize the letter

* Relate your experiences

* Keep it short

e Address one issue

* Hand written is preferred

°A
°A

ways include your home address
ways ask for a reply




Personal Email

e Oftentimes the legislature, both state and
federal, move faster than snail mail.

eSometimes a letter won’t be received until well
after the bill has passed (or failed).

* Personal e-mails are preferred to form letter
style emails




Personal Visit

* Schedule meeting in advance
e Schedule meeting with legislator and other constituents if possible

* Dress appropriately

* Be on time, early if possible (but don’t be surprise if you have to wait)
 Start with compliment and thank them first

e State briefly, clearly, and concisely what issue(s) you want to discuss

* Personalize the issue
* Be a good listener

* Have a clear “ask”

* Invite legislator to visit your organization



Testifying Basics

* Although testifying in person is most effective, it’s not always
possible.

 Testifying in person in Columbus isn’t always the easiest thing to do when
committees take place in the middle of the week during the day.

* You can always testify written-only if you cannot make it in person

* E-mail your testimony (written or in-person) at least 24 hours in
advance to the Committee Chair

* Give your policymakers a heads up that you will be in the Capitol.
Their office may give you parking tips, directions and testimony
examples. You can also schedule a Statehouse tour

* Witness slips




Social Media

* Don’t be afraid to talk to legislators via social media
* Tag them in posts to start conversation or to inform

* Encourage your followers to share or retweet your
posts or to talk to legislators directly

* Use graphics, tables, photos or video to accentuate
your points
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