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What is public policy?

public

organizational





Separation of power



State government organization





Sen. Stephanie Kunze Sen. Larry Obhof

Rep. Kent Smith



Policy levers



Types of policy levers
• Taxes, fees and disincentives
• Subsidies and incentives 
• Budgets, grants, contracts, etc.
• Regulations

• Setting standards and requirements
• Monitoring and evaluation
• Enforcing existing regulations
• Deregulating

• Information and education
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2020-2021



Sen. Kenny Yuko 
Minority Leader

Sen. Larry Obhof
Senate President

Rep. Larry Householder 
Speaker 

Rep. Emilia Sykes
Minority Leader

133nd General Assembly

61
Republicans

38
Democrats

House Senate

24
Republicans

9
Democrats



How is legislation created and enacted?

Policy 
idea Bill Law
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SFY 20-21 Ohio budget timeline
March Governor’s proposed budget introduced 

in the House

April House passage

May/June Senate passage

June Conference committee

June 30 Governor signs



“It’s a marathon, not a sprint.”



Engagement in the 
Policymaking Process



Ways to Engage in Policymaking

• Connect with legislators based on issue areas of 
interest

• Offer testimony
• Connect with fellow stakeholders
• Follow legislation through the committee hearing 

process



Why Advocate?

• Service is not enough
• Government policies affect everyone
• Government controls funding for 

important services 
• Policymakers care about and need your 

expertise



Education 
(being a resource)

Lobbying 
(working on bills)

Advocacy 
(working on issues)

Public Policy Activities 



Advocacy Definition

• Public support for or recommendation of a particular cause 
or policy

• Advocacy is used in the promotion of a cause or principle, 
often times that lead to a selected goal

• Advocacy is just one way to approach a problem
• Advocacy does not necessarily involve confrontation or 

conflict



Lobbying

• Working to influence the outcome of a specific piece of legislation or 
executive agency decision 

• Two types of lobbying:
• Direct lobbying - you interact with the decision maker
• Grassroots lobbying- you encourage others to interact with the decision 

maker

• Lobbying is a legal term defined by IRS regulations and state and 
federal law 

• Money spent on lobbying needs to be tracked and there are limits on 
how much you can spend



Engaging with Policymakers

•Learn who represents you at the Statehouse: 
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/find-my-legislators

•Stay up to date on legislation by connecting with 
pertinent committee chairs’ offices

•Make the most of meetings (in-district and in 
Columbus)

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/find-my-legislators


Find Your Legislator



Personal Phone Call

• Don’t expect to speak to the legislator
• Be pleasant to the staff (ask for the name of person you’re speaking with)
• Let them know if you are a constituent (phone ID can tell them that 

already)
• Try to sound like yourself
• Know your expertise/What gives you credibility?
• Keep it short
• Be a good listener
• Have a clear “ask”



Personal Letter

• Personalize the letter
• Relate your experiences
• Keep it short
• Address one issue
• Hand written is preferred
• Always include your home address
• Always ask for a reply



Personal Email

•Oftentimes the legislature, both state and 
federal, move faster than snail mail.

•Sometimes a letter won’t be received until well 
after the bill has passed (or failed). 

•Personal e-mails are preferred to form letter 
style emails



Personal Visit

• Schedule meeting in advance
• Schedule meeting with legislator and other constituents if possible
• Dress appropriately
• Be on time, early if possible (but don’t be surprise if you have to wait)
• Start with compliment and thank them first 
• State briefly, clearly, and concisely what issue(s) you want to discuss
• Personalize the issue 
• Be a good listener
• Have a clear “ask”
• Invite legislator to visit your organization



Testifying Basics

• Although testifying in person is most effective, it’s not always 
possible. 

• Testifying in person in Columbus isn’t always the easiest thing to do when 
committees take place in the middle of the week during the day.

• You can always testify written-only if you cannot make it in person
• E-mail your testimony (written or in-person) at least 24 hours in 

advance to the Committee Chair
• Give your policymakers a heads up that you will be in the Capitol. 

Their office may give you parking tips, directions and testimony 
examples. You can also schedule a Statehouse tour

• Witness slips



Social Media

• Don’t be afraid to talk to legislators via social media
• Tag them in posts to start conversation or to inform
• Encourage your followers to share or retweet your 

posts or to talk to legislators directly
• Use graphics, tables, photos or video to accentuate 

your points



Resources



Committee Notice



Bill and Bill Analysis


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Vision
	Sign Up for Our Newsletter
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Contact Information
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Improvement �is possible.
	Policy goals
	Dashboard analysis led �to 3 policy goals
	9 policies & strategies that improve health value
	What can my organization do?
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Eliminate inequities
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Ohio’s journey towards �health value
	Improvement is possible.
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Historical and contemporary obstacles �to health
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Recommended sources for what works to decrease disparities
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	9 strategies that work �to improve health value
	9 strategies that work �to improve health value
	Achieving health equity: �Framework for action
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	What are we talking about?
	Evidence-based strategy�(HPIO definition)
	A framework for thinking about evidence
	Local community health improvement plan example
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Where should we look for effective strategies?
	Systematic reviews and �evidence inventories
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	What would effective cessation policy look like?
	Tips from former smokers
	Quit Line service utilization, Ohio and U.S. �Q4 2016
	Slide Number 80
	Adult smoking and adverse childhood experiences in Ohio, �2015
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	What is public policy?
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Types of policy levers
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	How is legislation created and enacted?
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	Slide Number 103
	Engagement in the Policymaking Process
	Ways to Engage in Policymaking
	Why Advocate?
	Slide Number 107
	Advocacy Definition
	Lobbying
	Engaging with Policymakers
	Find Your Legislator
	Personal Phone Call
	Personal Letter
	Personal Email
	Personal Visit
	Testifying Basics
	Social Media
	Resources
	Committee Notice
	Bill and Bill Analysis
	Slide Number 121
	Slide Number 122
	3 key takeaways
	Slide Number 124
	Slide Number 125
	Covered groups
	Slide Number 127
	Eligibility
	Slide Number 129
	Slide Number 130
	Slide Number 131
	Slide Number 132
	Eligibility
	Slide Number 134
	Reasons people enroll �in Medicaid
	Slide Number 136
	Slide Number 137
	Slide Number 138
	Slide Number 139
	Change
	Slide Number 141
	Slide Number 142
	Slide Number 143
	Slide Number 144
	Slide Number 145
	3 key takeaways
	Slide Number 147
	Slide Number 148
	Slide Number 149
	Health Policy Basics
	Agenda
	
Medicaid and SDOH: The Landscape
	Medicaid is the Nation’s Largest Single Source of Insurance
	US Spends a Greater Percentage of GDP on Health Care than on
	Social and Economic Factors are a Significant Driver of Health
	Medicaid is Focusing on Addressing SDOHs
	What Does It Mean for Medicaid	to Focus on Social
	Midstream Opportunities for Medicaid
	
SDOH Interventions in Medicaid: Strategies for  Coverage and Payment
	Strategy 1: Classify Certain Social Services as Covered Benefits
	Strategy 2. Value‐Added Services and “In‐Lieu‐Of” Services in
	State Example: Louisiana
	Strategy 3. Use Medicaid Section 1115 Demonstrations to Cover
	Frequently Provided Health Related Services
	Group & Community‐Level Health Related Services
	State Example: Oregon
	Strategy 4: Use Value Based Payment (VBP) to Support
	State Examples: Arizona and North Carolina
	Other Options for Investing in Social Interventions
	
How Providers and Plans are Collaborating on SDOH
	Massachusetts Flexible Services Program
	Integra Social Partnerships Innovation Initiative
	Conclusion
	Thank You!
	Key Sources
	About Manatt Health



