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Learning Objectives
1. Understand how social and institutional inequities create health 

disparities for vulnerable populations 

2. Communicate the AAFP’s strategic priority and objectives of The 
EveryONE Project

3. Describe the available resources and how they can be integrated into 
clinical practice

4. Develop a plan for engaging your practice team and community  
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AAFP Strategic Priority

• The mission of the AAFP is to improve the health of patients, families, 
and communities by serving the needs of members with professionalism 
and creativity.

• The AAFP aims to take a leadership role in addressing diversity and 
social determinants of health (SDOH) as they impact individuals, 
families, and communities across the lifespan and to strive for health 
equity.



Center for Diversity and Health Equity
Vision
Advance health equity and improve health for all

Mission
Take a leadership role in addressing diversity and social determinants of health as they impact 
individuals, families, and communities across their lifespan and to strive for health equity.

Focus Areas
• Workforce Diversity
• Advocating for Health Equity
• Education and Practice-based Resources
• Interdisciplinary Collaboration
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2017 Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) Survey
About the Survey
• Purpose is to inform the AAFP of the prevalence of this 

issue among our members and the patients they serve

• Identifies 
• family physicians’ perceptions of SDOH
• activities of primary care clinics (screening, referral, 

advocacy)
• barriers and needs 

• Results (Available at www.aafp.org/everyone)
• Four in 10 indicated this is either an ‘essential’ or 

‘high’ priority issue
• Nearly 60% are screening patients for SDOH and 

making referrals to social service resources 
• Family physicians are establishing high impact 

partnerships to address the issue with the help of:
• community-based organizations (35%)
• health insurers (13%)
• philanthropic organizations (15%) 

http://www.aafp.org/everyone




About Our Toolkit
• Screening*

• Practice Leadership

• Neighborhood Navigator

• Physician Advocacy

• Community Engagement

• www.aafp.org/everyone

With permission from the following:

• The National Association of Community Health Centers/Protocol for Responding to and Assessing Patients’ Assets, Risks, and Experiences (PRAPARE)©

• Billioux A, Medicare C, Services M, et al. Standardized Screening for Health-Related Social Needs in Clinical Settings The Accountable Health Communities 
Screening Tool. 2017.

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. The Accountable Health Communities Health-Related Social Needs Screening Tool.; 2017. 
https://innovation.cms.gov/Files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf

• Health Leads. Social Needs Screening Toolkit. 2016. https://healthleadsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Health-Leads-Screening-Toolkit-July-2016.pdf

http://www.aafp.org/everyone
https://innovation.cms.gov/Files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf
https://healthleadsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Health-Leads-Screening-Toolkit-July-2016.pdf




Screening and Referral

What’s Inside
• Overview of the social determinants of 

health

• Role of the primary care team

• Description of core social needs
• Screening tools for patients and providers 

• List of resources

• Published January 2018
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A Team-Based Approach

What’s Inside

• Defining key SDOH terms

• Developing a culture of health equity
• Evaluating your current system

• Getting buy-in from stakeholders

• Creating an implementation plan
• Published April 2018
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AAFP Neighborhood Navigator

• Launched July 2018 
• Connecting people with programs and 

support in their communities 
• Driving awareness of the tool to our 

members and the patients they serve 
through AAFP’s patient facing website

neighborhoodnavigator.auntbertha.com
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https://navigator.aafp.org/
https://neighborhoodnavigator.auntbertha.com/
https://familydoctor.org/
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Over 140 
Languages!

This data informs the 
development of AAFP 
educational content!
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Customize Neighborhood Navigator 
to meet unique patient needs!



Search by Program Type or Income Eligibility 
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The Physician Advocate

What’s Inside
• Learn about community health needs 

assessments and improvement plans

• Know the issues

• Organize a coalition

• Communicate and connect with elected 
officials

• Published October 2018
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AAFP Health Equity Issue Briefs
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Health Equity Fellowship

AIMS
• Develop family physicians with the 

skills to translate the evidence into 
action

• Contribute to the creation of new 
knowledge

• Drive policy and system changes 
that produce equitable health 
outcomes



2019-20 Health Equity Grant Awards
• Ten AAFP Chapters
• Advance health in all communities 
• Develop strategic plans for health equity 

in every state
• Build cross sector and interdisciplinary 

collaboration 
• Build influence on issues of social 

justice 



© 2019 American Academy of Family Physicians. All rights reserved.  

All materials/content herein are protected by copyright and are for the sole, personal use of the user.  

No part of the materials/content may be copied, duplicated, distributed or retransmitted 

in any form or medium without the prior permission of the applicable copyright owner.
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