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THE BUILD HEALTHY PLACES NETWORK 

Connect partners across health & community development 

Provide access to research, best practices, innovations, and 
models that demonstrate what works 

Highlight the health-related value of community development 
investments 

Encourage and enable measurement of health-related impact 
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Outline for Today 
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OUTLINE  

What are the Problems?  

What is Community Development? 

Innovative Cross-Sector Partnerships 

Resources for Next Steps 
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TAKEAWAYS  

• Community Development is a Sector 

• Community Development is Well-Positioned to Serve 
as a Partner in Health Equity 

• Build Healthy Places Network is a Resource for 
Cross-Sector Collaboration 
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What are the 
Problems? 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO PREMATURE DEATH 

Behavioral 
Patterns 
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McGinnis MJ, Williams-Russo P, Knickman JR. Health Affairs 2002 
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POOR HEALTH ACROSS ALL RACIAL AND ETHNIC GROUPS 
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…BUT POVERTY IS CONCENTRATED 

Percent of 
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By racial or 
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Housing 

Transportation 

Parks and 
Playgrounds 

Jobs 

Schools 

Grocery Stores 

PEOPLE GET SICK BECAUSE OF THEIR  
SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS 
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IN DETERMINING YOUR HEALTH… 

90001 > 
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HEALTH DISPARITIES 

Short distances, 
large differences 
 
New Orleans, LA 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH WORK SIDE-BY-SIDE 

Economic hardship by city Childhood obesity by city 

Los 
Angeles 
County 
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$3.5 trillion 
per year 

>80% of costs are due 
to chronic disease 

Most chronic disease 
is preventable 

Most chronic disease 
happens to  

low-income people in 
low-income places 

WHERE ARE WE NOW?: High costs 
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>$1 trillion 
per year 

Spent on avoidable chronic disease 
occurring in low-income neighborhoods 

WHERE ARE WE NOW?: Inefficient investments 



16  Build Healthy Places Network 

What is Community 
Development? 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IS IN  
THE ZIP CODE IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS 

BAKER RIPLEY CENTER, HOUSTON, TX 
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ZIP CODE IMPROVEMENT 
AT THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL 

East Lake Meadows, Atlanta, GA 
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ZIP CODE IMPROVEMENT 
AT THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL 

East Lake Meadows, Atlanta, GA 
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COMMUNITY QUARTERBACK 
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VILLAGES OF EAST LAKE, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  
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VILLAGES OF EAST LAKE, 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  
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 Federal/state tax credits & grants 
• Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)  
• New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) 
• Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)  
• Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI) 

 Community Reinvestment Act dollars 
CRA-motivated loans and investments from private, for-profit banks 

How much money? And where does it come from?? 

OVER $150 BILLION DOLLARS  ANNUALLY  
DIRECTED INTO LOW-INCOME NEIGHBORHOODS 



28 

REDLINING   
 
Community  
Reinvestment 
Act of 1977 
(CRA) 

Philadelphia, 1949 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONS 
& AFFILIATES 

Source: Democracy Collaborative 

# of CDCs nationwide (2006)  

4,600)  

75,000)  
Jobs created by CDC activities (2010) 

http://community-wealth.org/content/atlanta-


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

# government-certified CDFIs (2015) 

958)  

1.56 Million)  
Square feet of healthy food retail financed (2015) 

Source: CDFI Fund Annual Report FY 2015 

https://www.cdfifund.gov/Documents/FY2015%20Year%20in%20Review_web.pdf#search=annual%20report%202015


$15 MILLION RAISED IN 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

$5 MILLION INVESTED IN 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

$15 MILLION LEVERAGED 
FROM CDFIS AND BANKS 

$15 MILLION INVESTED IN 
AFFORDABLE  HOUSING 

$15 MILLION AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING  

$15 MILLION RAISED IN 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

$20 MILLION 
AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING 

$10 MILLION   EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IS IN  
THE LEVERAGING BUSINESS 
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Innovative Cross-Sector  
Partnerships 



SAN PABLO AVENUE CORRIDOR 



HEALTH EQUITY ZONES 
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Resources:  
Diving Deeper and  
Taking Next Steps 



www.BuildHealthyPlaces.org            @BHPNetwork 









40  Build Healthy Places Network 

Equitable and healthy 
communities 

Accelerate the flow 
of healthcare dollars  

Speed and spread 
innovative solutions 

Achieving Better Health through Better Partnerships 

DRIVE NEW CROSS-
SECTOR 

INVESTMENTS 
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TAKEAWAYS  

• Community Development is a Sector 

• Community Development is Well-Positioned to Serve 
as a Partner in Health Equity 

• Build Healthy Places Network is a Resource for 
Cross-Sector Collaboration 
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www.BuildHealthyPlaces.org 
@BHPNetwork 

 

         Daniel Lau,  
 Manager of Strategic Engagement 
 dlau@buildhealthyplaces.org 
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