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Objectives
• Draft list of policy 

recommendations that address 
housing, transportation, education 
and employment
– Refine and strengthen initial draft 

recommendations
– Add new recommendations for 

consideration
– Discuss prioritization
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Meetings:
• Advisory Group: 4
• Housing 

Subcommittee: 2
• Steering 

Committee: 3



Trends in Ohio infant mortality rates, by 
race (1990-2016)
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Timeline and deliverables

5AG= Advisory Group HS= Housing Subcommittee
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SB 332 requirements

1. Review of policies and programs: 
housing, transportation, education, 
employment

2. Identify opportunities to improve 
policies and programs

3. Study impact of state-funded rental 
assistance program

4. Evaluate best practices from other 
states
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Small group discussions at 
August Advisory Group 
meeting:
• Housing
• Transportation
• Education
• Employment





Summary of relationships between housing, transportation, 
education, employment and infant mortality





Policy recommendations



Policy recommendation 
development process

Gather initial policy ideas through 
literature review and Advisory Group 
discussions
Create evidence inventories for each 

topic
Share evidence inventories and initial 

draft recommendations as pre-read 
before Oct. 17 AG meeting
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Policy recommendation 
development process, cont.

Discuss and refine 
recommendations at Oct. 17 
Advisory Group meeting
Prioritization by Advisory Group via 

online survey (immediately after 
Oct. 17 meeting)
Finalize recommendations 

(Oct.-Nov.) 
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Policy recommendations are 
informed by…

Inventory of evidence-
based policies and 

programs 
(from evidence registries 
and systematic review)

Literature reviews 

Most-improved state 
analysis

Suggestions and priorities 
from Advisory Group
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Types of evidence

Source: Puddy and Wilkens (2011)
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Criteria for prioritizing policy 
recommendations

• Strength of evidence of effectiveness
• Relevance to the priority populations for 

infant mortality
• Potential size of impact on overall infant 

mortality rate and risk factors
• Potential size of impact on inequities 

and disparities
• Opportunities given current landscape 

and awareness of the problem in Ohio
• Short-term political feasibility (2 years)*
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Sen. Kenny Yuko 
Minority Leader

Sen. Larry Obhof
Senate President

Rep. Cliff Rosenberger 
Speaker 

Rep. Fred Strahorn
Minority Leader

132nd General Assembly

66
Republicans

33
Democrats

House Senate

24
Republicans

9
Democrats
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Policy goals
Tier 1 recommendations: 
Politically feasible within 

next two years                
(emphasize in report)

Tier 2 recommendations:     
Policy options for the 

longer-term              
(include in report)





Effective policy 
recommendations are….

• Specific and actionable
• Directed at the decision-making 

authority that can implement the 
change
– Legislative, executive or judicial branch
– Federal, state or local
– Public or private

• Evidence-informed
• Realistic within policy landscape
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“Health is about more 
than health care, and 
the same is true for 
health equity.” 

-Steven H. Woolf
Health Affairs, June 2017
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*Working definition from the CDC Health Equity Working Group, October 2007

Health inequities, disparities and equity



Priority populations
Groups of Ohioans most at risk for infant 
mortality:
• African Americans
• People with low levels of educational 

attainment
• People with low income
• Residents of infant mortality “hot spot” 

communities 

• Pregnant women and parents of infants
• People of childbearing age



Small groups

Policy 
goals

Policy 
recommendations

Housing 7 29
Transportation 6 25
Education 7 17
Employment 5 24



Contact
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Amy Bush Stevens, MSW, MPH

Health Policy Institute of Ohio

astevens@healthpolicyohio.org



Upcoming HPIO forum

For more information or to register, visit

www.hpio.net

Politics, perceptions and the role 
of evidence in policymaking

Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017
Sheraton Columbus Hotel at Capitol Square

Speakers include:
•Ron Haskins, Co-Chair, Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking and 
Brookings Institution

•Jennifer Haberkorn, Politico
•Aaron Sharockman, PolitiFact


