
Free wifi
Wireless internet is available, find the instructions to connect on the signs provided by Wean.

Agenda
11:30 a.m.	 Lunch and networking

12:00 p.m.	 Welcome and opening remarks
		  Fallon Peterson, Senior Director of Programs and Operations, The Raymond John 	
		  Wean Foundation
		  Alana Clark-Kirk, Director of Communications, Health Policy Institute of Ohio
		

12:05 p.m.	 Understanding Health Value and Ohio’s greatest health challenges 
		  Amy Rohling McGee, President, Health Policy Institute of Ohio

12:20 p.m.	 Creating a Healthy and Financially Prosperous Ohio 
		  Carrie Almasi, Director of Assessment and Planning, Health Policy Institute of Ohio

12:35 p.m.	 Legislator Update: Policy Priorities in 2025 
•	 	The Honorable Lauren McNally (D-Youngstown), State Representative, Ohio 

House District 58
•	 	The Honorable Nick Santucci (R-Niles), Majority Whip for the 136th General 

Assembly, Ohio House District 64 

1:00 p.m.	 Local panel: Creating a Healthy and Prosperous Mahoning Valley

		  Moderator: 
		  Sarah Lowry, Senior Director of Community Impact, Community Foundation of the 	
		  Mahoning Valley		
		
		  Panelists:

•	 Erin Bishop, Health Commissioner, Youngstown City Health District
•	 Carol Holmes-Chambers, Community Solutions Director, Youngstown Area 

Goodwill Industries
•	 Justin Mondok, Director of Planning and Development, Eastgate Regional 

Council of Governments

2:00 p.m.	 Evaluation and closing comments

What's on the Horizon 
How policy can improve health, well-being 
and economic vitality in the Mahoning Valley
Thursday, March 6, 2025  •  The Raymond John Wean Foundation • Warren, OH



Speaker biographies
Amy Rohling McGee, MSW
President, Health Policy Institute of Ohio

Amy Rohling McGee has served as the president of 
the Health Policy Institute of Ohio since 2010. With 
her leadership, HPIO has developed a reputation 
as a trusted source of data and evidence-informed 
policy analysis. McGee has more than 20 years 
of experience in management, government 
relations, policy development, strategic planning, 
stakeholder engagement, coalition building and 
communication.

Her prior public-sector experience includes work 
in the executive branch of state government, 
focused on policy issues such as mental health, 
health insurance, health system improvement and 
Medicaid; and service in the state legislature as a 
Legislative Service Commission intern in the mid-
1990s. Private sector experience includes five years 
as the executive director of the Ohio Association of 
Free Clinics.

McGee earned her bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree in social work from the Ohio State 
University.

Carrie Almasi, MPA
Director of Assessment and Planning, Health Policy 
Institute of Ohio 

Carrie Almasi is the Director of Assessment and 
Planning at the Health Policy Institute of Ohio. 
Almasi oversees HPIO’s Assessment and Planning 
stream of work, which includes needs assessments 
and strategic plans produced for decision makers 
at the state and local level. She leads projects on 
issues such as health equity, population health, 
healthcare spending and the social drivers of 
health, and has expertise in policy areas including 
child and family health, health disparities and 
inequities, older adult health and COVID-19.

Prior to joining HPIO in 2020, Carrie was Assistant 
Vice President of Community Impact at United 
Way of Central Ohio. She also previously led central 
Ohio’s free tax preparation coalition and served 
two terms as an AmeriCorps member.

Carrie holds a master of public administration from 
Ohio State University and a bachelor of arts in 
international studies from Miami University.

Representative Lauren McNally 
(D-Youngstown), State Representative, Ohio House 
District 58 

Representative Lauren McNally is a practical and 
selfless leader, representing Ohio’s 59th district 
which includes parts of Mahoning and Columbiana 
counties.  The district also includes a substantial 
amount of the City of Youngstown, where 
Representative McNally served as the 5th Ward 
Councilwoman from 2016-2022, concentrating 
on economic development, neighborhood 
improvements and infrastructure investment. She is 
a graduate of Ursuline High School, and continued 
her education at The Ohio State University and 
Miami University, earning degrees in Political 
Science and Journalism. She has worked around 
the country as a journalist for various local NPR 
stations and other print media outlets as well as 
various consulting firms as a Marketing Specialist.

Alongside her family, Representative McNally is 
often quick to step up and give her time generously 
to lighten the load and enrich the lives of others. 
A mother of four, she is active in her community, 
having served on several community boards 
including the American Red Cross and Women’s 
Junior League of Youngstown. Her husband, Breen 
McNally, is a staff representative for AFSCME Ohio 
Council 8. His father, Jerome McNally, also served 
the 5th Ward on Youngstown City Council and in 
other various public positions for two decades.

Representative Nick Santucci
(R-Niles), State Representative, Majority Whip for the 
136th General Assembly, Ohio House District 64

State Representative Nick Santucci is serving his 
second term in the Ohio House of Representatives, 
representing the 64th Ohio House District, which 
encompasses the portions of Trumbull County. Nick 
has quickly established himself as an impactful 
legislator, being named Vice Chairman of the 
House Economic and Workforce Development 
Committee as a freshman representative. He 
also currently serves as the Senior Consultant for 
Workforce and Community Engagement at VAZA 
Consulting.

Prior to joining VAZA Consulting, Santucci was the 
Director of Government Affairs and Workforce 
Development at the Educational Service Center 



Keep up-to-date with all HPIO events at  www.healthpolicyohio.org/events

of Eastern Ohio. Before this, he served as the 
Director of Government and Public Affairs at the 
Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber. 

Santucci received his Bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science from John Carroll University, He currently 
resides in Niles with his wife Alexis and daughter Ella.

Sarah Lowry, MA 
Senior Director of Community Impact, Community 
Foundation of the Mahoning Valley

As Senior Director of Community Impact, Sarah 
leverages 15 years of experience leading the 
Healthy Community Partnership and representing 
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown in Northeast Ohio. These 
experiences helped Sarah cultivate strong, diverse 
relationships and skills related to public policy 
and decision-making processes. Sarah shares her 
time overseeing the Partnership, a cross-sector 
collaborative and its work to create a healthier 
Mahoning Valley by addressing the region’s poor 
health outcomes, and supporting the Community 
Foundation’s strategic community leadership 
initiatives by making connections between people 
and resources needed to make lasting, positive 
change.

Before coming to the Community Foundation, 
Sarah served as Northeast Ohio Regional 
Representative for U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown. 
She received a master’s degree in American 
Studies with certificates in TESOL and Professional 
& Technical Writing and bachelor’s in English 
literature and linguistics, both from Youngstown 
State University. She is an Ohio Certified Volunteer 
Naturalist and often volunteers at Mill Creek 
MetroParks. Sarah also proudly serves on the 
boards of the Raymond John Wean Foundation, 
Policy Matters Ohio, the League of Women Voters 
of Greater Youngstown and is a member of 
Philanthropy Ohio’s Public Policy Committee and 
the Eastgate Regional Council of Government’s 
Citizen Advisory Board.

Erin Bishop, MPH 
Health Commissioner, Youngstown City Health 
District

Erin Bishop is the Health Commissioner and Local 
Registrar of the Youngstown City Health District 
and has been employed by the Health District 

since 2011. Erin received a Bachelor of Science 
in Applied Science Degree and Master of Public 
Health Degree from Youngstown State University. 

Before working for the Health District, Erin was 
the Program Director for the Mahoning County 
Homeless Continuum of Care. Erin is the Co-Chair 
for the M/Y Baby’s First Infant Mortality Coalition 
and serves on the Safe Sleep, Birth Spacing, and 
Social Determinates of Health Housing Committees. 
She is the Co-Chair on the Taft Promise 
Neighborhood Health & Wellness Council and 
Board Chair for Access Health Mahoning Valley. 
She serves on the American Heart Association 
Board, Mayor Tito Brown’s Food Policy Council, 
Mayor Tito Brown’s Senior Advisory Committee, 
Mahoning County Prescription Overdose Coalition, 
Youngstown Urban Minority Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse Coalition for Health Promotion, Family and 
Children First Council, Youngstown City Schools 
Health & Wellness Council, Safe Kids Coalition, 
Public Health Ethics Board, and Mahoning County 
Task Force on Hoarding.

Erin actively serves on the Advisory Boards for the 
Youngstown Office on Minority Health, Greater 
Youngstown Dialogue on Racism, Mahoning 
County Homeless Continuum of Care, Mahoning 
County Community Health Needs Assessment 
& Improvement Plan, Healthy Community 
Partnership, African American Male Wellness 
Walk, Ohio State Extension Mahoning County, 
Prescription Overdose Case Review, Fetal Infant 
Mortality Review, and Child Fatality Review. She 
is a member of the Ohio Association of Health 
Commissioners, Ohio Public Health Association, 
American Public Health Association, and National 
Association of County & City Health Officials. 

Carol Holmes-Chambers, MSW, LSW 
Community Solutions Director, Youngstown Area 
Goodwill Industries

Carol Holmes-Chambers, MSW, LSW, is the 
Community Solutions Director for Youngstown 
Area Goodwill Industries and leads the Trumbull-
Mahoning RISE Community Collaborative. 

Carol is a former educator turned licensed social 
worker with a Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
from the University of Akron, a Bachelor of Science 
in Education from Youngstown State University, and 
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a Master’s of Social Work from the Ohio State University. 
Holmes-Chambers is also pursuing her Doctorate of Social 
Work from Tulane University. 

She is a proud wife and mother of three girls. It is Carol’s 
passion and mission to advocate and empower the 
community and work alongside others to impact change. 

Justin Mondok 
Director of Planning and Development, Eastgate Regional 
Council of Governments

Justin Mondok is the Director of Planning and 
Development at the  Eastgate Regional Council of 

Governments, where he has led and managed projects 
across several fields of planning such as environmental, 
transportation, land use, and economic development.

 In addition to his work with the MPO, he is the Co-
Founder and Board President of Thrive Mahoning Valley, 
an organization focused on creating a more welcoming 
and equitable community in Youngstown, OH, and is 
engaged as a board member with the Congress for the 
New Urbanism Midwest Chapter, where he serves as the 
Operations Chair.

download presentation slides
Slides from today’s presentations and other resources are available at

www.healthpolicyohio.org/events 

or can be viewed by scanning this code using the QR code reader on your smartphone or tablet 

www.hpio.net
©2025 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.    
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