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Vision
Ohio is a model of health, well-being and 

economic vitality.

Mission
To advance evidence-informed policies that 
improve health, achieve equity, and lead to 

sustainable healthcare spending in Ohio. 
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Today’s agenda
• Project update
• Discussion: Children and family brief scope and 

purpose
• Discussion: Data sources and gaps
• Discussion: ACEs strategies
• Next steps
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Today’s objectives
As a result of this meeting, HPIO will have 
guidance from the Advisory Group on 
• The scope and purpose of the fourth 

Connections Between Criminal Justice and 
Health brief
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Introductions
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Project update
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Brief 1 goals
Inform policy changes to:
• Eliminate disparities and inequities in 

criminal justice and health outcomes
• Improve health outcomes for people who 

are currently or are likely to become justice 
involved
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• Support mental well-being and improve crisis 
response for people at higher risk of criminal 
justice involvement

• Reduce the number of people incarcerated
• Improve health for people who are currently or 

formerly incarcerated
• Improve community conditions for people at 

higher risk of criminal justice involvement 
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To improve criminal justice and 
health outcomes:



• Black Ohioans and other people of color
• People with low incomes
• People with behavioral health and/or disabling 

conditions 
• People who were formerly incarcerated
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Who is at higher risk of
criminal justice involvement?



Brief 2 goals
• Highlight barriers to justice at the individual, 

institutional and structural levels that lead to 
poor criminal justice and health outcomes

• Inform policy changes to eliminate racism 
in the criminal justice system
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Ohio incarcerations in state prison 
per 100,000 population, by race, July 2022

Source: HPIO analysis of Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections annual report and U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 
2021 1-year estimates
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Taking action



Brief 3 goals
• Examine the impacts of pretrial 

incarceration on individuals and 
communities

• Describe promising bail alternatives to 
provide options to reform the money bail 
system

Copyright © 2023  Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Copyright © 2023 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.

Snapshot of pretrial incarceration 
and bail in Ohio, 2018

Note: Unjust biases, policies and structures, including bias in criminal justice data, result in bail amounts for Black defendants that are often higher than bail amounts for white defendants.

Sources: Health Policy Institute of Ohio policy brief, “Connections between Criminal Justice and Health: Pretrial incarceration and the bail system.” See publication for important data notes on 
this graphic. Data for how many Ohioans affected provided by the Bureau of Adult Detention. Memo to the Supreme Court of Ohio Task Force to Examine the Ohio Bail System. Provided Feb. 
21, 2019. Data on cost from  Arnold, David, Will Dobbie, and Crystal S. Yang. “Racial bias in bail decisions.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 133, no. 4 (2018): 1885-1932 and by Meeker, 
Robert. HB 439 Fiscal Note & Local Impact Statement. Ohio Legislative Services Commission, Jan.23, 2018.



Promising alternatives to money bail: 
Unconditional release and pretrial services

Unconditional release (emerging evidence): 
• Decline in the jail population; no change in rearrest rates 
• Mixed evidence on racial disparities

Pretrial services (emerging evidence): 
• Increased court appearance rates
• Decline in the jail population; no change in rearrest rates 
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Source: “The Current State of Bail Reform in the United States: Results of a Landscape Analysis of Bail Reforms Across All 50 States.” 
Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government, December 2021.



Discussion
scope and purpose
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Background: 

How we chose this topic

Priority of Gov. 
Mike DeWine

Priority of the 
General 

Assembly

Children’s 
hospital 
reports
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Background: 

How we chose this topic



Data and information on: 
• Impacts of over-policing, incarceration and collateral 

sanctions on child health and well-being and 
generational cycles of trauma and incarceration

• The effect of parental incarceration and/or criminal 
records on children

• Disparities and inequities 
• Analysis of current state policy
• Policy options to break generational cycles
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Brief 4: Impact on children and families



Discussion questions
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1. Which pending policy decisions at the 
state and local level could this brief 
inform?

2. What relevant work is taking place at your 
organization or in your community?



0

Discussion question
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Should we highlight the effect of juvenile 
justice involvement on family health and 
well-being? If so, what is the most 
important thing to elevate?
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Discussion question
What family health and well-being conditions 
or factors that lead or contribute to justice 
involvement for parents are most important 
to elevate in this brief?
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Discussion
data sources and gaps
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Data Sources
Data Source Measures
National Survey of Children's Health • Children of incarcerated parents

Ohio Department of Public Safety • Ohio arrest rate

Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections

• Characteristics of total supervision population

Kids Count Data Center • Children who had a parent who was ever incarcerated
• Youth residing in juvenile detention, correctional and/or 

residential facilities
• Children who live in unsafe communities

Ohio Pregnancy Assessment Survey (OPAS) • Spouse, partner, or respondent went to jail in the 12 months 
before new baby was born

Ohio Healthy Youth Environments Survey 
(OHYES!)

• Incarcerated household members

BRFSS • Lived with anyone who served time or was sentenced to 
serve time in prison, jail, or other correctional facility as a 
child (ACE)

Future of Families and Child Wellbeing Study • Parent went to jail due to child support owed
• Ever spent time in correctional institution
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Discussion questions
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1. What other sources should we look at that 
are not listed here? 

2. What sources can help fill in the data gaps 
we have identified? 

3. What reports, plans, state/local initiatives, 
or other information should we review? 



ACEs prevention strategies
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Becky Carroll
Dir. Policy Research & Analysis

bcarroll@hpio.net

Meeting:
Thursday, Sept. 21

2 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Virtual on Zoom



Next steps
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Next steps
• Next meeting: October 3, 12:30-2p
• Draft review: early October
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Contact information

Jacob Santiago
Policy and Evaluation 
Specialist
jsantiago@hpio.net

Hailey Akah
Vice President
hakah@hpio.net

Tonni Oberly
Senior Policy Analyst
toberly@hpio.net

www.hpio.net



Thank you
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