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Agenda
9:30 a.m.	 Welcome and opening remarks
		  Amy Rohling McGee, MSW, President, Health Policy Institute of Ohio 
		  Joe Mazzola, MPA, Health Commissioner, Franklin County Public Health
		  Joel Potts, Chief Government and External Affairs Officer, Ohio Department of 		
		  Children and Youth

9:40 a.m.	 ACEs data and prevention strategies 
		  Becky Carroll, MPA, Director of Policy Research and Analysis, HPIO

9:55 a.m.	 Keynote: Building community resilience
		  Wendy R. Ellis, DrPH, MPH, Director, Center for Community Resilience, George 		
		  Washington University
		  Lauren W. Forbes, PhD, MPH, Policy Director, Joining Forces for Children

10:55 a.m.	 Break

11:05 a.m.	 Panel discussion: Effective local ACEs prevention and mitigation work
		  Moderator: Erika Clark Jones, MPP, CEO, ADAMH Board of Franklin County
		  Panelists:

•	 Neeta Agrawal, MEd, Chief Advancement Officer, Future Ready Five
•	 Susan Coffey, LISW-S, Director of Neighborhood Based Healing and Intervention, 

Columbus Public Health
•	 Tracey Colson, MEd, Director of School Improvement and Family Engagement, 

Whitehall City Schools
•	 Naima Ilmi, LSW, UCANN Program Director, Africentric Personal Development Shop
•	 Sam Ricks, MBA, Project Manager, Economic Opportunity, Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital

12:05 p.m.	 Coalition-building and advocacy resources 
		  Amy Rohling McGee, MSW, President, HPIO 

12:15 p.m.	 Lunch

12:45 p.m.	 Networking activity			

1:00 p.m.	 Activity and small group discussions: Pair of ACEs and Community Resilience

2:00 p.m.	 Evaluation and closing comments



Speaker biographies
Becky Carroll, MPA 
Director of Policy Research and Analysis, HPIO 

Becky Carroll is the Director of Policy Research and 
Analysis at the Health Policy Institute of Ohio. Carroll 
oversees HPIO’s Policy Research and Analysis stream 
of work, which includes policy briefs, fact sheets and 
data snapshots. She leads projects on issues such 
as population health, healthcare spending, equity 
and the social drivers of health, and has expertise 
in health policy issues surrounding children. She was 
the primary author on HPIO’s Connections between 
Education and Health policy brief series and much 
of the Ohio ACEs Impact project.

Prior to joining HPIO, Carroll worked in both Ohio’s 
legislative and executive branches of government. 
Carroll was employed at the Ohio Bureau of 
Workers’ Compensation, first as a healthcare policy 
analyst and later as the manager of the medical 
reimbursement and coding policy. She also worked 
for a health policy consulting firm in Washington, 
DC and served as a Legislative Service Commission 
intern in the Ohio Senate in 2009.

Carroll holds a master’s of public administration from 
the Ohio State University and bachelor’s degrees 
in business administration and mathematics from 
Bowling Green State University.

Wendy R. Ellis, DrPH, MPH 
Inaugural Director, Institute for Racial, Ethnic and 
Socioeconomic Equity; Assistant Professor, Global 
Health, School of Public Health; Director, Center 
for Community Resilience, George Washington 
University 

Dr. Wendy Ellis is an Assistant Professor in Global 
Health and the Founding Director of the Center for 
Community Resilience at the Milken Institute School 
of Public Health at George Washington University. In 
2024, she was appointed the Inaugural Director of 
the Institute for Racial, Ethnic and Socioeconomic 
Equity at George Washington University. 

The Center for Community Resilience, housed in the 
School of Public Health, seeks to improve the health 
of communities by enabling cross-sectoral partners 
to align policy, program and practice to address 
adverse childhood experiences in the context of 
adverse community environments — or as Dr. Ellis has 
coined it “The Pair of ACEs”. 

This innovative framing of ACEs, with an explicit focus 
on equity and prevention, has had a substantial 
influence on local initiatives, programs, public 
health initiatives and local, state and federal policy. 
Using the Pair of ACEs framing, Building Community 
Resilience networks have successfully led systems 
and policy change focused on addressing long-
standing economic, social and health disparities 

by partnering with community, integrating service 
delivery and building political will for change.

Lauren W. Forbes, PhD, MPH 
Policy Director of Joining Forces for Children; 
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati School of 
Public and International Affairs

Dr. Lauren Forbes is an Assistant Professor of 
Public Administration in the School of Public and 
International Affairs at the University of Cincinnati. 
She is a community development policy scholar 
studying justice-based local food systems, equitable 
urban development, and collective action for child 
and family wellbeing and resilience. 

Forbes earned a PhD in public policy from Georgia 
State University, a Master of Public Health from Drexel 
University, and a Bachelor of Science in biology from 
Oregon State University.

Erika Clark Jones, MPP, MPA 
CEO, ADAMH Board of Franklin County 

Erika Clark Jones serves as the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health 
Board of Franklin County (ADAM-H), a levy-based 
government agency that partners with more than 
30 non-profit service providers to offer community-
based mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment and prevention programs in Franklin 
County.

During her tenure, ADAMH has helped to redefine 
and fund lifesaving pathways for those in crisis, 
including the design, forthcoming construction, and 
future operations of a $59M “no wrong door” Mental 
Health and Addiction Crisis Care Center.  

A Columbus native, Erika’s experience spans public 
health, public affairs, public policy, community 
engagement, strategy development, execution 
and management. Erika’s career includes 19 years 
in the Office of the Mayor for the City of Columbus 
including time as Deputy Director of the Community 
Relations Commission, Policy Director and Director 
of the Office of Homeless Advocacy. Additionally, 
Erika led the CelebrateOne initiative to reduce infant 
mortality in central Ohio.  

Erika has a bachelor’s degree from Capital 
University, a master’s degree in Public Policy and 
Administration from Northwestern University and is an 
MBA candidate at the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business.  Erika is married with a blended 
family of 5 children and a dog named Keno.

Erika currently serves on the boards of Capital 
University, COTA, the Columbus YWCA and chairs 
the One Ohio Region 1 Committee to distribute 
opiate settlement funds.
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Neeta Agrawal, MEd 
Chief Advancement Officer, Future Ready Five

Neeta Agrawal, Chief Advancement Officer at 
Future Ready Five, is an Ohio native with over 
twenty years of experience in K-12 education 
and business. In her role at Future Ready Five, 
Neeta is committed to developing relationships 
and partnerships with organizations that share 
FR5’s dedication to promoting equity, access, 
and flourishing by providing wrap-around services 
for Franklin County’s families with young children. 
Understanding that ninety percent of critical brain 
development happens in the first five years of life, 
Neeta believes it takes a village to make those 
foundational years as enriching as possible for 
every child.

After a decade of public-school teaching, she 
served the Ohio Department of Education as 
an Associate Director, the Northwest Evaluation 
Association as a Project Manager, and Edmentum 
as an Educational Consultant. Throughout her 
career, Neeta has worked to ensure equity gaps 
are addressed at both the state and local level, 
advocating for the use of student data to tailor 
resources and pathways for success. Her mission is 
to identify and eliminate educational barriers and 
promote equity and access so that all students 
may reach their fullest potential regardless of 
race, gender, socioeconomic status, or other 
demographic markers. She emphasizes ongoing 
professional development and support for 
educators, administrators, and families to meet the 
holistic needs of every child. 

Agrawal earned her bachelor’s degree in 
marketing from Ohio State University and her 
master’s degree in elementary education from 
Northwestern. 

Susan Coffey, LISW-S 
Director of Neighborhood Based Healing and 
Intervention, Columbus Public Health 

Susan Coffey, MSW, LISW-S serves as the Director 
of Neighborhood Based Healing & Intervention 
at Columbus Public Health. Susan oversees the 
Columbus CARE Coalition, Living After Loss Peer 
Support, One Block At A Time, and the Linden 
Anti-Violence Team. These programs are focused 
on providing support after community trauma 
and violence, as well as intentionally amplifying 
community resilience and cohesion in priority 
neighborhoods in Columbus. 

Susan believes that community connection and 
belonging are essential components in healing 
from trauma. Coming from a clinical mental health 
background, Susan is grateful to be involved 
in programs that take a community approach 
and feels so proud of the work that these teams 
accomplish every day in Columbus.

Tracey Colson, MEd 
Director of School Improvement and Family 
Engagement, Whitehall City Schools

Tracey Colons has served as the Director of 
School Improvement and Family Engagement at 
Whitehall City Schools since 2022. Tracey oversees 
the Enrollment Center, Social Workers, District 
Attendance, EL, Homeless and Foster Student 
Liaison, Family Engagement and Support School 
Improvement Process. She has spearheaded 
various initiatives, including Alignment Community 
Partners Support to School Improvement Plans, 100 
Days to Build Relationships Home Visits, Blessing in a 
Backpack Initiative, Student Success Store, Literacy 
Initiative to Support Success By Third Grade, and 
Stuff the Backpack. 

Previously, Colson was the Principal of Mifflin 
Middle School from 2015 to 2022, where she was 
responsible for the leadership, management, and 
supervision of schools, including human resources, 
technology, and curriculum and instruction. She 
also served as an Assistant Principal at Starling 
Middle School, Arts Impact Middle School, and 
South High School where she was a member of the 
school’s leadership team and collaborated with 
City Year Columbus, Communities in Schools, and 
Johns Hopkins University for the implementation of 
the Diplomas Now Program. Throughout her career, 
Tracey has demonstrated a deep commitment 
to staff development, community outreach, and 
building strong partnerships. She is an excellent 
public speaker, adept at engaging parents, skilled 
in instructional design, and a thought leader in the 
field of education. Tracey has received several 
accolades for her work, including the Ohio PBIS 
Recognition Award and multiple years of an 
overall Value-Added grade of “A” from the Ohio 
Department of Education.

Tracey holds a Master’s in Education Administration 
from Ashland University in Columbus, Ohio, and a 
Bachelor’s in Education from Capital University. 

Speaker biographies (cont.)



Naima Ilmi, LSW 
UCANN Program Director, Africentric Personal 
Development Shop 

Naima Ilmi is a licensed social worker and certified 
Trauma Responsive Care Trainer with a strong dedication 
to youth advocacy. Since 2021, Naima has served as the 
program director of UCANN, a youth violence prevention 
program with Africentric Personal Development Shop 
Inc. (APDS), focusing on trauma-informed care and 
preventing youth violence. 

Additionally, Naima has served as an advocate for youth 
experiencing homelessness since 2018 at Star House 
Columbus, where she currently oversees Carol Stewart 
Village, an innovative community for youth exiting 
homelessness. Her heartfelt commitment to building 
community resilience through trauma-informed care and 
resource connection is the cornerstone of her work in 
social services, striving to improve the lives of vulnerable 
youth.

Sam Ricks, MBA 
Project Manager, Economic Opportunity, Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital

Sam Ricks currently serves as the Project Manager for 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s Economic Opportunity 
program. In his role, Sam oversees both the strategic 
development and overall program performance and 
measurement of the hospital’s free tax filing service, 
mobility mentoring and match savings program, and 
their financial education services. All of these programs 
are designed to support both low to moderate income 
community members within Columbus, Ohio. 

Throughout his non-profit career, Sam has dedicated 
his work to providing access and equity to vulnerable 
populations throughout Central Ohio. Prior to his current 
role, Sam has worked in the hospital’s School Health 
services program and at serval non-profit organizations 
including the Boys and Girls Club of Central Ohio. Through 
innovative programming and strategic partnering, Sam 
strives to create pathways that lead to financial self-
sufficiency for members of his community.

Sam holds a Master of Business Administration from Ohio 
University to help further his commitment toward being a 
leader of change in his community.

download presentation slides
Slides from today’s presentations and other resources are available at

www.healthpolicyohio.org/events 
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