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The state of Ohio’s health: 2017 Health Value Dashboard release

In December 2014, the Health Policy Institute of Ohio released the first Health Value Dashboard, which 
found that Ohio ranked 47th among the 50 states and the District of Columbia on health value, a 
composite measure of healthcare costs and population health. Since then, initiatives across the state 
have looked at how we can get better value for our healthcare dollar. With the release of the 2017 
Dashboard, this forum will look at how Ohio’s health status has changed and where challenges and 
opportunities for policy interventions still exist. 

Roadmaps to equity: Opportunities for closing health gaps

Sponsored by the Ohio Commission on Minority Health and County Health Rankings & Roadmaps
In this series of three regional forums, hosted in Columbus (May 9), Cincinnati (May 11) and Cleveland 
(May 24),  stakeholders will learn about Ohio’s overall health status and challenges, as well as health 
disparities and inequities experienced by minority and other priority populations across the state. Data will 
be shared from the 2017 HPIO Health Value Dashboard and the 2016 State Health Assessment. Attendees 
will also learn about actionable, evidence-informed strategies that can be implemented by local health 
improvement initiatives to reduce health disparities and achieve health equity. Each forum will include a 
facilitated panel discussion on the impact of health disparities and inequities and potential strategies to 
decrease health disparities in each region.

Linking health and wealth: How economic vitality can lead to healthier Ohioans

We know that there are many factors outside of health behaviors and access to healthcare services that 
impact the health of individuals. The social determinants of health – employment, housing, education, 
transportation, social support, and many other factors – have major impacts on health, and shape 
the health of individuals from childhood. However, efforts to address these factors through community 
development are often siloed from health sector efforts. This forum will examine evidence-informed policy 
options to increase collaboration among health and community sectors to improve health across the life 
course. 

Addressing addiction: Policy prescriptions to prevent opiate abuse and tobacco use

Given that drug overdoses, cancer and heart disease are leading causes of death in Ohio, addictions to 
opiates and nicotine are two of the greatest challenges to health and well-being in the state. This forum 
will explore addiction across the life course and identify evidence-based policy options to reduce opiate 
and tobacco use, including examples of effective strategies from other states.

Politics, perceptions and the role of evidence in an uncertain world

Given the exceptionally partisan political climate and skepticism toward information that doesn’t adhere 
to particular points of view, it is difficult for policymakers to evaluate the evidence needed to implement 
effective health policy. And with a new administration signaling that states will have greater opportunity to 
take the lead on policy decisions, it becomes even more critical that state leaders have access to reliable 
data and analysis. This forum will explore the importance of evidence-based decision making, particularly 
at the state level, and how policymakers can overcome opposition to evidence that challenges pre-
conceived partisan ideology.
 
What’s on the horizon for state health policy?
This forum will explore one or more emerging themes for state health policy. The topic promises to be both 
timely and significant.
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HPIO’s forums provide state policymakers and other health policy stakeholders the opportunity to network and learn.  
They are public events designed to offer a broad audience the opportunity to hear objective analysis from recognized 
experts on current health policy issues and their potential impact on Ohio.  The target audience for all HPIO forums 
is policymakers (legislators, legislative staff, state agency and executive staff), providers, advocates, health plans, 
employers, consumer representatives, researchers and public health. For the latest information on HPIO events, visit 
www.hpio.net/category/events


