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Workgroup purpose: Review the list of metrics in the Healthcare Cost domain from the 
2014 Dashboard and identify any needed changes for the 2017 Dashboard.   
 
Workgroup objectives: 
1. Keep consistency as much as possible in the metrics included in the 2014 Dashboard 

and the new 2017 Dashboard so that we are able to track and evaluate Ohio’s 
progress for each metric over time AND compare Ohio’s performance to other 
states. 

2. Improve on the Healthcare Cost domain’s metrics as deemed appropriate using the 
metric selection criteria to “make the case” for adding a new metric.   

3. Maintain a set of concise metrics to track healthcare costs in the 2017 Dashboard. If 
the Workgroup decides that a new metric should be included in the Healthcare 
Cost domain, the Workgroup will need to identify an existing metric within the 
Healthcare Cost domain that this new metric will replace. 

 
To prepare for Meeting One, please: 
1. Familiarize yourself with the list of metrics in the Healthcare Cost domain. 

 
2. Review the metric selection criteria and the “bike rack/wish list”.  

 
Consider: Are there any metrics on the bike rack/wish list that are now available 
and should be included in the 2017 Dashboard? 

 
3. Review the conceptual framework stages in the life course diagram below.   

 
Consider: Do you think the current set of metrics reflects a good balance across the 
life course?  If not, what’s missing in the Healthcare Cost domain?  
 

4. Review the Healthcare Cost Metric data Excel Sheet attached to this email. 
Specifically, review the cells highlighted in yellow and answer the following 
questions: 
 
Total subdomain:  Are there any other sources or metrics that provide more recent 
data to measure total healthcare spending in the state? If not, how should we 
proceed with this subdomain? 
 
Consumer subdomain:  

 Are there any other metrics that provide more recent data to measure 
commercial healthcare costs?  

 Should the out-of-pocket costs metric be replaced with the new metric from 
the Commonwealth Fund State Scorecard? (please refer to note in the excel) 

 
Medicare subdomain: Review the cost-related metrics from the sources listed below. 
Should any of these metrics replace the Medicare spending metrics that were in the 
2014 Dashboard? 
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 Amount of price-adjusted Medicare reimbursements per enrollee, County 
Health Rankings 

 Total Medicare (Parts A&B) reimbursements per enrollee, Commonwealth 
Fund State Scorecard, 2015 

 Medicare costs per enrollee, RWJF DataHub 
 Medicare average total cost metrics in https://data.cms.gov/mapping-

medicare-disparities. Note that many of these metrics align with metrics in the 
population health domain of the Dashboard, particularly around: mental 
health, heart disease, obesity and diabetes 

 Medicare cost metrics in the State/County Table or Report (Click here if you 
have trouble downloading) 

 
Medicaid subdomain: Are there other sources that provide more recent data on 
Medicaid spending? 
 
Public health and mental health subdomain: Are there other sources that provide 
more recent data on local public health funding per capita? 

 
5. Review: 

a. Guroo – this site provides cost data based on information provided by Aetna, 
Assurant Health, Humana and UnitedHealth   

b. CDC Chronic Disease Calculator – this tool provides state-level estimates of 
medical expenditures for various chronic diseases split out by Medicaid, 
Medicare and privately insured. Cost Calculator medical expense data 
spans from 2004-2008 (Note, you will need to download this on your computer 
to see metrics and data.) 

 
Consider: Should any of the metrics in these sources replace a metric on the 
2014 Dashboard? 

 
Please come prepared to discuss your thoughts on the above questions during Meeting 
One. Also, please remember that anytime you are recommending a metric for addition 
to the Dashboard you will need to: 
1. Identify which existing metric the new metric should replace. 
2. Provide a link or source where we can find state-level data for the new metric.  
3. “Make the case” for the metric using the metric selection criteria. 
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