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HPIO finalizes Public Health Futures report
In June 2012,  the Health Policy 
Institute of Ohio delivered the 
final Public Health Futures Report 
to the Association of Ohio Health 
Commissioners (AOHC) Public Health 
Futures Steering Committee.

Recognizing the need to respond 
to current financial and political 
challenges and to propose new 
approaches to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of 
local public health in Ohio, AOHC 
established the Public Health Futures 
Project in 2011 to explore new ways 
to structure and fund local public 
health. 

AOHC contracted with HPIO to 
conduct research, facilitate a 
consensus-building process among 
members, and prepare the final 
report. 

HPIO Research, Evaluation and 
Policy Analyst Amy Bush Stevens 
served as  Project Manager, assisted 
with meeting facilitation, and 
prepared the final report. Patrick 
Lanahan  of Health & Human 
Services Consulting, LLC and 
HealthCare Perspectives,
LLC, served as a consultant to 
HPIO, facilitated consensus-building 
activity, conducted key-informant 
interviews, and assisted with project 
management and preparation of 

the report.

The project was funded 
by Sisters of Charity 
Foundation of Canton, 
Mt. Sinai Foundation, 
St. Luke’s
Foundation, Health 
Foundation of 
Greater Cincinnati, 
the George Gund 
Foundation  
and an 
anonymous 
donor.

“The Public Health Futures 
project provides a practical 
foundation for addressing gaps and 
leveraging opportunities for local 
public health agencies in Ohio,” said  
Summit County Health Commissioner 
Gene Nixon, who serves as Co-Chair 
of AOHC’s Public Health Futures 
Steering Committee.

On June 12, 2012, Gov. John Kasich 
signed into law a bill that establishes 
the Legislative Committee on Public 
Health Futures, which consists of 
members of the state legislature 
and various public health and 
government associations. 

The committee will review the Public 
Health Futures report and develop 
recommendations for legislative 
and fiscal policies that can be 

considered for inclusion in the 
2013-2014 operating budget. The 

committee also will prepare a 
report for the Governor, 

Ohio Senate and 
Ohio House detailing 

its findings and 
recommendations by 

Oct. 31, 2012. 

 “HPIO exceeded 
our expectations in 

understanding and 
articulating the issues, 

facilitating broad-based 
discussion and framing a report 

that provides clear options 
for future action,” Nixon said. 

“I fully expect transformational 
system outcomes as a direct 
result of this project and the HPIO 
team’s thoughtful support and 
contributions.”

Jim Adams, the Health Commissioner 
for the Canton City Health 
Department and Chairman of the 
AOHC Board of Directors agreed.
 
“I think that [HPIO has] done an ex-
cellent job,” he said. “I can truly say 
that it has been one of the highlights 
of my career to work with you and 
your group. This was a really great 
project... This is the start of some 
really interesting conversations and 
hopefully positive policy changes.”
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HPIO July forums to address telehealth, wellness
HPIO is hosting two forums at the end of this month, one 
on telehealth and the other on strategies to promote 
active living and healthy eating.

On July 25, HPIO will be hosting “Moving Telehealth 
Forward in Ohio” in Grove City. Presented by healthspot, 
the event will focus on bringing together Ohio’s 
stakeholders and policymakers specifically around 
the issues of telehealth. The event will include two 
national speakers and a panel of Ohio organizations 
that are undertaking innovative approaches to moving 
telehealth forward in Ohio.

On July 27, HPIO will host, in partnership with the Ohio 
Department of Health and the Association of Ohio 
Health Commissioners, “Roadmaps to Health: Ideas 
and Resources for Low-Cost Strategies to Promote 
Active Living and Healthy Eating: Lessons Learned from 
Community Initatives in Western Ohio.” 

Participants will learn about practical approaches to 
policy, environmental and systems change, with a 
special emphasis on lower-cost strategies that can be 
used in rural, suburban, and urban Ohio communities. 



In May, HPIO hosted its inaugural Health Innovations 
conference highlighting Ohio-based projects that 
demonstrate promise for reducing costs while improving 
health. 

The purpose of the conference was to showcase 
promising practices and innovative health policy 
solutions that will help to improve health and reduce 
costs, and to equip and motivate policymakers and 
other stakeholders to build upon the successful efforts 
that are already being implemented in Ohio. 

The presenting sponsor for the conference was AARP 
Ohio.

The event featured representatives from 15 Ohio-based 

initiatives participating in panel discussions focused 
on innovations in the following areas: health and 
wellness; quality improvement; access to care; care 
coordination and outcomes-based payment.

The luncheon keynote address was given by Dr. Arnold 
Milstein, MD, MPH. Milstein is Professor of Medicine 
and Director of the Clinical Excellence Research 
Center at Stanford University and co-founder of both 
the Leapfrog Group and the Consumer-Purchaser 
Disclosure Project.

Additional co-sponsors of the event included Kaiser 
Permanente, Mercy, ProMedica, Mt. Carmel, Summa 
Health Care, OhioHealth, Bailey Cavaleri and The 
Success Group.

More than 160 attend HPIO’s inaugural Health Innovations conference

In the past few months HPIO has released 
four policy briefs aimed at educating 
policymakers, and all Ohioans, about 
the impact of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

In April, HPIO 
released “Stakeholder considerations for 
ACA exchange and Medicaid interim 
final rules,” a brief outlining the federal 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) exchange establishment and 
eligibility final rule and Medicaid final rules. 
The document reflects feedback from 
HPIO’s Exchange Rules Analysis Committee 
(ERAC), a diverse group of stakeholders 
convened by HPIO to examine the issue. 
That brief was followed up in May with a 
brief titled “Final rules and key stakeholder 
considerations regarding exchange 
establishment and functions.” 

In June, HPIO released “Modernizing 
Medicaid Eligibility: A review of 
Ohio’s proposal,” which summarizes 
the Governor’s Office of Health 
Transformation’s “Medicaid Eligibility 
Modernization Project,” a Section 1115 
Demonstration Waiver request that would 
change eligibility for Medicaid in Ohio.

Finally, in July, HPIO published “The 
Supreme Court’s ruling on the Affordable 
Care Act: A review of the decision and 
its impact on Ohio,” a brief summarizing 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling on the 
constitutionality of the Affordable Care 
Act, with analysis of state options for 
expanding Medicaid coverage under the 
health reform law.

HPIO briefs examine 
ACA’s impact

Ohio Medicaid Director McCarthy outlines 
enrollment reforms at HPIO meeting
Speaking at a meeting of 
the Health Policy Institute of 
Ohio’s Access Collaborative in 
June, Ohio Medicaid Director 
John McCarthy outlined 
several initiatives undertaken 
by the Kasich administration 
that are aimed at simplifying 
the process of enrolling in 
Medicaid.

“This is not an eligibility 
expansion, and it’s not a 
contraction either,” McCarthy 
said. “The purpose is just to 
make it easier to get into the 
program.”

McCarthy said his office is optimistic that the plan announced 
recently to allow certain providers across the state to enroll 
pregnant women and children in Medicaid almost immediately will 
ensure more of those who are eligible for the program will sign up. 
The practice, known as presumptive eligibility, is already offered for 
children in 17 states and for pregnant women in 31 states.

Although Ohio Medicaid is in the process of making significant 
changes to the ways Ohioans enroll in Medicaid, at the same time 
that the state is preparing for dramatic changes to Medicaid in 
2014 as part of the ACA, McCarthy said the state has no additional 
funds for outreach.

McCarthy said his office will be relying on partnerships with 
community organizations to educate potentially Medicaid eligible 
populations about the changes in the program.  

“The issue for us is, how do we get local organizations to get the 
word out?” he said. “Our purpose is to make sure people who 
are eligible get the services they need, so we want to work with 
everyone we can to try to do better outreach and let people know 
how to get enrolled.”

Ohio Medicaid Director John McCarthy

download HPIO briefs at 
www.hpio.net


