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HPIO work informs Ohio’s decision 
on Medicaid expansion

The Ohio Medicaid Expansion Study, a partnership between the Health Policy Institute of Ohio, the 
Ohio State University, Regional Economic Models, Inc., and the Urban Institute, released on Jan. 15 its 
preliminary findings on the impact of potentially expanding eligibility for Medicaid in Ohio. 

The U.S. Supreme Court decision on the 
Affordable Care Act last June gave states 
the option to expand Medicaid eligibility 
for nearly all residents with incomes up to 
138 percent of the federal poverty level. 

The preliminary findings provide state 
policy makers with an analysis of the 
impact of a potential Medicaid expansion 
on: 
• The state budget 
• Ohio jobs and earnings
• The number of uninsured in Ohio
• Health care costs for Ohio’s employers 

and consumers 

The study’s projections are preliminary and 
could be refined in the coming weeks as 
researchers continue to do more analysis. 
A brief with refined and additional 
projections will be released in mid-
February. Later in February, regional and 
some local level data will be available.

The research is funded by the Health 
Foundation of Greater Cincinnati, the Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation and the George Gund 
Foundation. 

Earlier in January, HPIO released “Policy considerations for Medicaid expansion in Ohio” (available at 
http://bit.ly/13k4O4X), a policy brief that provides background on the issue of Medicaid expansion, 
outlines policy considerations and provides a summary analysis of the costs and benefits of a 
Medicaid expansion. An abbreviated primer  (available at http://bit.ly/SmEBR3) also is available. 

HPIO named to Governor’s 
payment reform advisory council
The Health Policy Institute of Ohio was the only 
research and policy based organization named to 
Governor John Kasich’s Advisory Council on Health 
Care Payment Innovation. The Council will play a 
lead role in the Administration’s efforts to advance 
innovative payment strategies that reward value as 
measured by better health, better care, and cost 
savings through improvement. 

Key findings
• A Medicaid expansion would generate new state 

Medicaid costs.
• Because it would also allow state budget savings 

and increase state revenue, a Medicaid expansion 
would improve the Ohio state budget picture in the 
2014-2022 period—particularly during the next several 
biennia. 

• State savings due to the Medicaid expansion would 
exceed the relatively modest net state costs resulting 
from the ACA’s other provisions for the next four 
biennia, after which the savings would nearly equal 
the costs. 

• A Medicaid expansion would reduce the number of 
uninsured, increase Ohio employment and earnings, 
improve county finances, and lower health care 
costs for Ohio’s employers and residents.

download the full preliminary findings at:
http://bit.ly/Y9o9Wp

Briefing session held for legislators
On Dec. 14, HPIO held a legislative briefing session 
on health policy for all members of the newly 
elected 130th General Assembly and their staff.
Topics covered by HPIO staff at the briefing were:
• Health and Health Care in Ohio — The Basics
• Public Health Insurance (Medicaid and 

Medicare) 
• Private Health Insurance
• Public Health and Prevention



It is widely understood and accepted that 
Ohio is facing a primary care workforce 
shortage across medical, dental, and mental/
behavioral health care. However, the 
workforce issue goes beyond the number of 
providers; it’s also about how care is delivered 
and how the workforce is distributed.

In early December, HPIO hosted a forum in 
Grove City on the primary care workforce. 
More than 150 people attended the event, 
which featured a keynote address from Dr. 
Mary Wakefield, Administrator of the Health 
Resources and Services Administration.

This forum focused mainly on the primary care 
workforce and explored what drives workforce 
concerns — both present and future, a closer 
look at Ohio’s primary care workforce and 
promising practices and resources for moving 
forward.

Among other presenters was Dr. Ted Wymyslo, 
director of the Ohio Department of Health, 
who described the state’s efforts to address 
the need for a strong primary care workforce.

“It’s going to be all hands on deck. We’ve got 
about a million people joining the ranks of the 
insured,” Wymyslo told the audience.

HPIO forum explores challenges 
of primary care workforce

“This meeting is important 
to establishing the 
collaboration needed to 
address workforce issues.” 

— Dr. Mary Wakefield, Administrator 
of the Health Resources and Services 
Administration, describing HPIO’s 
Dec. 5 workforce forum

Upcoming events
February 27, 2013 
Health Policy v. Health Politics: Moving toward a civil discourse
This forum will explore the intersection of health policy and politics. Health policy has become 
one of the most hot-button, emotional issues in public discourse. In an increasingly politically 
partisan atmosphere, substantive civil dialogue about the merits of various health policy 
approaches has been lacking.  This forum hopes to fill that void and provide an opportunity to 
listen to and engage in a civil discourse around health policy. The event will feature dialogue 
between Neera Tanden, president of the Center for American Progress and Avik Roy, a senior 
fellow at the Manhattan Insitute and the author of the Forbes magazine blog The Apothocary. 
The event will also feature a bipartisan panel of Ohio legislators.

May 8, 2013
Health Innovations 2013: Finding Health Solutions in Unlikely Places
A one-day conference, to be held at the Fawcett Center at the Ohio State University, 
showcasing innovative proven or promising approaches to health-related issues that have been 
adopted from other industries or sectors, and that have the potential to reduce costs, improve 
outcomes, or increase access.  Keynote speaker for the conference is Brian McGowan, PhD, 
research scientist and medical educator who authored the book “#SOCIALQI: Simple Solutions 
for Improving Your Healthcare.”


