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HPIO’s inaugural innovation conference set for May 3
Next month, the Health Policy 
Institute of Ohio will host its 
inaugural Health Innovations 
conference highlighting Ohio-
based projects that demonstrate 
promise for reducing costs while 
improving health. 

The purpose of the conference, 
which will take place from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on May 3 at 
the Conference Center at 
NorthPointe in Lewis Center, is to 
showcase promising practices 
and innovative health policy 
solutions that will help to improve 
health and reduce costs, and to 
equip and motivate policymakers 
and other stakeholders to build 
upon the successful efforts that 
are already being implemented 
in Ohio. 

The presenting sponsor for the 
conference is AARP Ohio.

“AARP is thrilled to be the 
presenting sponsor of HPIO’s 
Health Innovations 2012 

Conference,” said Ron Bridges, 
Director of Government Affairs at 
AARP Ohio. “As consumers, our 
members want and need to see 
improvement in the care they 
receive and Health Innovations 
in Ohio 2012 is an exciting 
opportunity to call attention to 
some very important voluntary 
efforts underway to improve 
health care delivery in Ohio.”  

The event will feature 
representatives from 15 Ohio-
based initiatives participating 

in panel discussions focused 
on innovations in the following 
areas: health and wellness; 
quality improvement; access 
to care; care coordination and 
outcomes-based payment.

The luncheon keynote address 
will be given by Dr. Arnold 
Milstein, MD, MPH. Milstein is 
Professor of Medicine and 
Director of the Clinical Excellence 
Research Center at Stanford 
University; Medical Director of the 
Pacific Business Group on Health; 
U.S. Health Care Thought Leader 
at Mercer Health & Benefits; and 
co-founder of both the Leapfrog 
Group and the Consumer-
Purchaser Disclosure Project.

Additional co-sponsors of the 
event include Kaiser Permanente, 
Mercy, ProMedica, Mt. Carmel, 
Summa Health Care, OhioHealth, 
Bailey Cavaleri and The Success 
Group.

“Health Innovations in 
Ohio 2012 is an exciting 
opportunity to call 
attention to some very 
important voluntary 
efforts underway to 
improve health care 
delivery in Ohio.”
— Ron Bridges, Director of  
    Government Affairs, AARP Ohio

Less than a week after federal officials announced 
rules for the establishment of state health insurance 
exchanges, the Health Policy Institute of Ohio 
convened a diverse group of stakeholders to begin 
analyzing the impact of the rules.

The stakeholder meeting followed a March 13 
release by the Obama administration of a series of 
documents outlining final and interim-final rules for 
the establishment of exchanges and responses to 
previous comments on proposed rules. 

The goal of HPIO’s Exchange Rules Analysis 
Committee is to review the interim and final 
exchange-related rules issued by the federal 
government and assess the implications to Ohio 
and Ohioans of various exchange-related options. 
In April, HPIO convened ERAC members for 

two meetings to further gather feedback on 
stakeholder and state implications of the exchange 
rules. 

That feedback will be incorporated into a 
document, to be released the last week in 
April, that summarizes the interim-final rules and 
stakeholder concerns. That document is intended 
to inform individuals and organizations that would 
like to provide comment to the federal government 
on the interim final rules (comments on the 
Medicaid rules are due May 7 and comments on 
the exchange establishment rules are due May 11). 

In the coming months, HPIO also plans to release 
a series of briefs with further analysis on the federal 
exchange and Medicaid rules. 

HPIO begins examining Ohio impact of federal rules for insurance exchanges



Special project spotlight

Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor, who also serves as the Director of the Ohio Department of 
Insurance, presents at HPIO’s forum on health insurance exchanges
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HPIO exchange forum sparks dialogue
On Feb. 29, 255 attendees 
at HPIO’s forum “Looking 
before leaping: An in-depth 
exploration of health benefit 
exchange options,” heard 
Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor, HHS 
Regional Director Kenneth 
Munson and panels of 
legislators and stakeholders 
give their perspectives on 
the best path forward for 
implementation of a health 
insurance exchange in Ohio.

Some presenters, such as 
Taylor, who also serves as 
the Director of the Ohio 
Department of Insurance, 
and state Rep. Barbara 
Sears said that until further 
guidance is given from the 
federal government, it is 
premature for Ohio to make 
any concrete decisions 
on whether the exchange 
should be run by the state or 
the federal government.

However, Munson argued 
that adequate federal 
guidance has been 
given, and because of 
the short timetable for 
implementation, it is critical 
that states move forward 
with planning. Rep. John 
Carney and Sen. Michael 
Skindell said that it would 
be in the best interest of the 

state to move forward with a 
state-run exchange so that it 
can be tailored to the unique 
needs of Ohioans.

Presentations from HPIO 
President Amy Rohling 
McGee, Munson and Tricia 
Brooks of the Georgetown 
Health Policy Institute, as well 
as the written version of Lt. 
Gov. Taylor’s remarks can be 
downloaded at www.hpio.
net/events

HPIO also organized several 
key meetings in conjunction 
with the event.

HPIO convened a Medicaid 
stakeholders briefing the 
morning of Feb. 29 with 
Brooks from Georgetown. 
Fifty two stakeholders from 
around the state attended 
(many of whom also 
attended the forum later that 
day). 

That afternoon, HPIO worked 
with the Governor’s Office 
of Health Transformation 
(OHT) to organize a private 
consultation with Brooks and 
key leadership staff from 
OHT and Ohio Medicaid 
regarding OHT’s proposal 
to modernize Medicaid 
eligibility systems.

Public Health 
Futures
Recognizing the need to respond 
to current financial and political 
challenges and to propose new 
approaches to improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency 
of local public health in Ohio, 
the Association of Ohio Health 
Commissioners (AOHC) launched 
the Public Health Futures (PHF) 
project in 2011 and hired HPIO to 
facilitate the process starting in 
January 2012. 

The project is designed to 
examine the advantages and 
disadvantages of potential 
changes to the structure and 
governance of local health 
departments, specifically related to 
cross-jurisdictional shared services 
and consolidation. 

HPIO has prepared a preliminary 
report that describes the current 
status of Ohio’s local public health 
departments and identifies rules, 
policies, and standards that may 
impact the future of public health. 
HPIO has identified stakeholder 
interests and concerns via key 
informant interviews.

After presenting a preliminary 
report to the full AOHC 
membership on March 30, 2012, 
HPIO is conducting a series of 
regional meetings with AOHC 
members to obtain feedback on 
potential frameworks and begin 
to build consensus for a new 
approach to local public health 
by identifying potential models of 
collaboration and consolidation. 

The final report to AOHC in June 
2012 will provide recommendations 
and tools for moving forward with 
strengthening local public health in 
Ohio.


