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HPIO approves new 
3-year strategic plan

The Health Policy Institute of Ohio Board of Directors has approved a new 
three-year strategic plan for the organization.  

After compiling input from HPIO Board members, staff and stakeholders, 
HPIO’s leadership concluded that the organization must focus on a select 
group of key priority areas. Specifically, HPIO leaders want the organization 
to boost its efforts to educate state policymakers and those who influence 
them about key health policy issues. The Board of Directors also wants 
HPIO to elevate its status as the independent convener of health policy 
stakeholders and policymakers in Ohio.  The Board desires a high degree of 
accountability in terms of progress toward achieving strategic objectives.

The strategic plan outlines specific objectives, tactics and products for 
the organization through the end of 2013.  The objectives were chosen 
because HPIO leadership believes they provide the greatest opportunity 
for the organization to improve quality and reduce costs of health care in 
Ohio.

Throughout this three year time frame, HPIO will inform health policy 
development through four strategic objectives:

Achieving and Maintaining Health and Wellness for all Ohioans•	
Ensuring Access to Care for all Ohioans •	
Developing Tools for Improved Ohio Health System Data Transparency•	
Aligning Public and Private Payments with Better Health Quality •	
Outcomes for all Ohioans

HPIO will inform policy development in these four strategic objectives 
through three tactics:

Analyzing and Educating•	
Convening•	
Fostering•	
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Upcoming HPIO forum
for more information, visit www.hpio.net/events

Sept. 20 Price and Quality Transparency: Demystifying the All-Payer Claims Database 
With growing support for making health care cost, quality, price and utilization data more transparent and 
accessible, over 10 states have developed all-payer claims databases (APCD). By pooling data from medical 
claims, pharmacy claims, eligibility files, provider (physician and facility) files, and dental claims from both private 
and public payers, APCDs allow consumers, payers, providers, employers and policymakers to make more 
informed, data-driven decisions. 

HPIO will host an educational forum on September 20, 2011, to further explore all-payer claims databases. Patrick 
Miller, Executive Director of the national APCD Council, will share his expertise on how other states have gone 
about creating APCDs and how the data is being used across sectors for powerful data analysis.

New policy staff
joins HPIO

www.hpio.net

Over the past two months HPIO has 
welcomed three new staff members, 
all of whom will play critical roles in the 
Institute’s policy analysis work.

In May, Mary Wachtel was named 
HPIO’s Senior Health Policy Associate. 
For the past six years, Wachtel has 
served as Director of Health Policy at 
Voices for Ohio’s Children.

At the same time, Amy Bush Stevens 
was named Research, Evaluation, 
and Policy Analyst at the Institute. 
She previously worked as a Program 
Evaluator for the Community Mental 
Health and Recovery Board of Licking 
and Knox counties and is the owner/
operator of Owl Creek Consulting, 
where she designs and conducts 
program evaluation and needs 
assessment research for health and 
social service providers throughout 
Central Ohio.

In June, HPIO named Reem Aly as 
Health Policy Associate. Previously, 
she was an Administrative Resident at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital and 
has held several legal clerkships. Aly 
replaces Research Analyst Lisa Frazier, 
who is entering the doctoral program 
at The Ohio State University John Glenn 
School of Public Affairs.

lead • inform • improve



The Health Policy Institute of 
Ohio has hosted two forums in 
recent weeks and both were well 
received by attendees.

On June 24 HPIO hosted Promoting 
Wellness and Prevention: Why 
evidence-based practice and 
creative messaging matter, 
featuring Elizabeth Carger, 
Senior Manager of Public 
Policy and Social Marketing 
with Olson Zaltman Associates, 
who shared the findings of her 
nationally-recognized research 
on how framing and language 
have important implications 
when communicating to both 
policymakers and voters. 

Terry Allan, Health Commissioner 
for the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Health, also discussed how 
evidence-based interventions 
can be used to engage the entire 
community in efforts to improve 
population health outcomes.

The forum attracted 116 people 
and 84 percent indicated that 
the forum was either  “good” or 
“excellent.” Likewise, 84 percent 
said they were, “likely,” “very likely” 
or “highly likely” to use or apply the 
information presented in the forum 
in their everyday professional work. 
(note: 92 percent of attendees 
filled out a post-event survey). 

 

“Crafting and delivering effective 
messages that result in positive 
policy or behavior changes 
is challenging, particularly in 
the area of health promotion 
and prevention,” said Kerry 
Shaw, Program Officer for the 
Osteopathic Heritage Foundation. 
“The Health Policy Institute of 
Ohio’s recent program entitled, 
Promoting Wellness and Prevention: 
Why evidence-based practice and 
creative messaging matter, offered 
practical strategies that service 
providers and advocates can 
adapt to influence how messages 
are received, interpreted and 
acted upon.  The Osteopathic 

Heritage Foundation recognizes 
the importance of effective 
communication strategies that 
are designed to produce positive 
outcomes within our areas of 
funding priority, including obesity, 
oral health, and homelessness.”

On July 21 HPIO, through support 
from Summa Health Care, Catholic 
Health Partners and Partners for 
Kids, presented a forum titled 
“Paying for Health Care Value in 
Ohio: Implementing accountable 
care (ACO) in the public and 
private sectors,” featuring Harold 
D. Miller, founding Executive 
Director of the National Center for 
Healthcare Quality and Payment 
Reform and President and CEO 
of the Network for Regional 
Healthcare Improvement (NRHI). 
The event also included a panel 
of Ohio providers who shared 
their experiences in implementing 
accountable care practices.

Preliminary survey results of the 
95 people who attended the 
event show that 96 percent 
rated the forum as “good” or 
“excellent.” And 84 percent said 
they were, “likely,” “very likely” or 
“highly likely” to use or apply the 
information presented in the forum 
in their everyday professional work. 
(note: As of July 22, 56 percent of 
attendees had filled out a post-
event survey).

HPIO forums get high marks from attendees

Elizabeth Carger speaks at HPIO’s “Promot-
ing Wellness and Prevention: Why  
evidence-based practice and creative 
messaging matter” event

2011 Ohio Medicaid Basics 
http://bit.ly/jYA32h 
(released June, 2011) The updated edition of HPIO’s biannual over-
view of Ohio Medicaid, including eligibility, enrollment and financing. 
It has been downloaded 8,269 times since release (as of July 22).

Understanding the Medicare ACO and Its Potential Impact on 
Ohio and the Nation: Considerations of CMS Draft Rules 
http://bit.ly/kF1RAf
(released May, 2011) A policy brief (and accompanying primer) 
on Accountable Care Organizations, including a summary of the 
Medicare Shared Savings Program Proposed Rules, highlights of 
key considerations and concerns, and reactions from several Ohio-
based health systems that are already implementing some form 
of accountable care. It has been downloaded 2,138 times since 
release (as of July 22).

Recent HPIO publications Glossary of Health 
Policy Terms

Need a quick 
reference 
guide for 
health 
policy 
terms?
HPIO has created 
a list of terms most often 
heard in conversations about 
health policy. To use the online 
version (or download a printable pdf 
version), visit

www.hpio.net/glossary


