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VISION
Ohio is a model of health, well-being and economic vitality

MISSION
To advance evidence-informed policies that improve 

health, achieve equity, and lead to sustainable 
healthcare spending in Ohio. 
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Core 
funders
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Today’s agenda
• Project update
• Discussion: key findings and data
• Discussion: dissemination 
• Next steps
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Today’s objectives
As a result of this meeting, HPIO will:
• The key findings of the water quality and health 

brief
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Introductions
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Project update
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Modifiable factors that influence health

Source: University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
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• Improving outdoor air quality will lead to better maternal 
and infant health, less chronic disease and other improved 
outcomes from Ohioans. 

• Ohio has implemented policies that both advance and 
harm efforts to reduce pollution and improve air quality.

• Policymakers have opportunities to improve air quality 
through policy changes in the transportation, energy and 
regional planning sectors.



Water quality 
and health
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Draft key findings
1. Improving water quality will lead to improved health 

for Ohioans. 
2. There is a strong policy foundation for Ohio 

policymakers to build on to improve water quality, 
such as investments in H2Ohio.

3. State and local policymakers have opportunities to 
improve water quality through increased investment 
in water infrastructure and ecosystem restoration 
and policy changes that protect Ohioans from 
pollutants.
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Draft key finding #1
Improving water quality 

will lead to improved 
health for Ohioans. 
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Draft section of brief: 
What is water pollution and how does it impact 
human health?

Agricultural 
runoff

Harmful algal 
blooms

Poor 
infrastructure

Lead exposure
Infectious  
diseases

Industrial 
contaminants 
and pollution

PFAs
Heavy metals

Groups most at risk



Discussion questions
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1. What about these graphics stands out to you?
2. What, if anything, about these graphics needs 

additional explanation? 



Harmful algal blooms
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Number of harmful algal bloom advisory days, Ohio, 2016-2023 

Draft 2/15/2024



Drinking water violations
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Number of counties with a drinking water violation, Ohio, 2023

Draft 2/15/2024



Plumbing access
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Percent of households without complete plumbing facilities*, by 
county type, Ohio, 2021

Draft 2/15/2024



Lead line replacement
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Per capita funding for lead service line replacements, inventory and 
mapping projects, by county type, Ohio, 2024* Draft 2/15/2024



Child lead exposure
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Percent of children, under 6 years of age, who received a blood lead 
test and had elevated blood lead levels (>=5 µg/dL), Ohio, 2016-2023

Draft 2/15/2024



Discussion questions
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1. What about these graphics stands out to you?
2. What, if anything, about these graphics needs 

additional explanation? 



Draft key finding #2
There is a strong policy foundation for 

Ohio policymakers to build on to 
improve water quality, such as 

investments in H2Ohio. 
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Draft section of brief: 

What is the current water policy landscape?
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Ohio General 
Assembly
2024-2025 

state budget
House Bill 175 

(134th) 

State agencies 
and executive 

branch
H2Ohio

Federal and 
local 

government
Bipartisan 

infrastructure bill
Local examples



H2Ohio funding
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H2Ohio project funding and total projects by region, 2023

Draft 2/15/2024



Discussion questions
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1. Are these examples the most indicative of the 
current policy landscape (thinking about both 
strengths and challenges)? 

2. What initiatives are happening in Appalachian 
communities that could or should be elevated 
here? 



Draft key finding #3
State and local policymakers have 

opportunities to improve water quality 
through increased investment in 

water infrastructure and ecosystem 
restoration and policy changes that 

protect Ohioans from pollutants. 
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Draft section of brief: 
What can Ohio policymakers do to improve water 
quality?

State policy 
options

Local policy 
options

State and 
local policy 

options



Dissemination

Copyright © 2024 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.



Discussion
What suggestions do you have for 
disseminating this fact sheet to 
organizations that will use it?
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Next steps
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Next steps
Draft review: Next week (Feb. 20-26)
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Contact information

Jacob Santiago
Policy and Evaluation 
Specialist
jsantiago@hpio.net

Lexi Chirakos
Policy and Data 
Management 
Specialist
lchirakos@hpio.net

www.hpio.net



Thank you
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